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The City of Constantinople then could represents the whole empire to
which people flocked the four comers of the world. Different tongues and
even several dialects met there . It was there where differnt thoughts came
togher to achieve common benefits and pool different ideas . In all cases ,
the natives were always proud of their city 1o which various people came ei-

ther to learn and gain knowledge or to realise materialistic interests .

In spite of all this glory of the Byzantine Empire , it had never becn to-
tally safe or even living in everlasting peacc and harmony . It had passed by
several internal disasters; economic drops , controversial beliefs and social
disturbances . Morcover , there were several external threats caused by the
Persians, the different wroops of the Germans , the Turkish invasions , the
Slavs, the Normans , the Crusaders and the Moslems with their consecutive
dynastics. However , in all these interferences |, the Byzantine Empire had
nevertheless created a clear impact on all these various peoples , affecting
and affected by them, and giving belore wking from them .

This book is divided into Six chapters or subject that took mc more
than twenty years to writc them down . It is mainly concerned with life in
Byzantium in werms of thought , religion and politics . And 1 ricd as much
as possible 1o obtain the historical data of this book dircctly from thc writ-
ings of the Byzantinc historians so as to rcflect a truthful picture of the Byz-
antine world by which I was and still obsscssed cver since 1 first scL cyes on

the Bosporus .
Raafat A. Hamid

1997
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As mentioned before , Byzantium was conservative but adorning
which seemed clear particularly in its religious life . At a first glance , one
might see a religious atmosphere prevailing there . However, this was not
clear in the people’s compliance to perform their prayers consistently -
which -they could perform every day in another church than yesterday’s one
allover the year in Constantinople alone , but rather obvious in a particular
belief that the church had created and worked to preserve it . This belief was
that there was divine Providence , symbolised in the Lord's will , controlling
man's destiny and that man’s will was a dependent , not an independent one.
In contrast to this atmosphere , the government was the very same body that
superviscd the acts of immorality and prostitution . Laws were frequently es-
tablishcd and many theological discussions , deep but useless, went on try-
ing to put an cnd to the prevalent fornication . However these efforts proved
uscless except that their frequent occurrence indicated thad fornication was
still there .

The Byzanline government was a strict, centeralized government
whose empror was the “Vicarius Christi” . He was the master of life and re-
ligion in his country , and an example to be followed by the neighbouring
governers particularly in thc Balkan Peninsula and around the Black Seca
.The city itself was a mixture of strength and weakness, simplicity and ar-
rogance , lavishness and thrift , that astonished the neighbouring am-
bassadors and made them act as if they were her ambassadors in their own
countries . The capability of achieving this was mainly concentrated on the
empire’s military power , its clever diplomacy and its wealthy treasury.
Each one of these factors completed the other resulting in political stability |,
military strength on the borders, while the talented management and ec-

onomical prosperity were apparent in trade achieving a powerful currency .
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Introduction

I had known her for a very long time and became preoccupied by her
beauty . This was when I saw her for the first time by the Sea Shore that en-
velopped her like a mother hugging her baby to protect it from the unknown.
She symbolized many contradictions that added nothing to her but more
beauty and charm ; she seemed conservative but adorned, Serious but play-
ful , quiet but nervous , lavish but thrifty, simple but arrogant, strong but
weak. In short these characteristics made her more attractive to those who

craved to know more about her.

This is Byzantium !!

All these meanings arc grouped together in the Byzantine empire since
the time emperor Constantine the great laid down the basis of its capital
“Constantinoplce” over the ruins of the old Greek city; ** Byzantium” He se-
lected a very strategic location for his capital , Surrounded by water from
three directions ; Marmora sca , Bosporus , and the golden horn , which
eventually proved to be a natural defensive technique against the Northern,

Eastern and Western invasions .

This new location of the capital “Constantinople” acted as a volcano
pot where certain Mediterranean civilizations; Greek , Roman and ancient
Eastern Civilizatons , mingled with the new religion ; “Christianity” from
Palestine , to pour out of the volcano crater a new Roman world of Greek
tongue and philosophical christianity which came to be known as the “Byz-
antine world” . Thus , the Byzantine world was like a musical masterpiece,
containing so many components yet all working in harmony to create this
unique civilization .
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BYZANTIUM

Thought , Religion and Politics

DR. Raafat A. Hamid
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