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(Thus they call Him [Jesus] the child of a whorc and
His mother, Mary, a whore, whom she had in adultery .)
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20 Chapter 1

These congruencies make it highly probable that both the Talmud and
Celsus draw on common sources {(most likely originally Jewish sources)
that relate that Jesns of Nazareth was a bastard becanse his mother was an
adulteress (Miram)* and his father was her lover (Pandera/Panthera),
Some scholars, most radically among them Johann Nater, want to con-

elude from the fact that the name Panthera s relatively common m Latin
insenptions ™ and that the spelling of its cquivalent in the Hebrew sources
varies considerably, that there must have been some different Jesus with
the patronymic Panthera/Pandera/Pantiri (or similar forms) who cannot
and should not be traced back to the one and only Jesus of Nazareth . Al-
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~ The differ
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On Jesus' parents and
birth .She who was the

descendant of princes and
governors I 1.c ,.Mary |,

Ancient Texts for
New Testament
Studies

played the harlot with
carpent -ers I i.c ,.Joseph AGuide’
10 .Satill .106 a). "] fire o
angel of death] said to his
inc.ssciiger, '('it), bring me
Miriam ] Mary (the
Women's hairdresser!' He
went an (| bro -ught hint
Miriam" (1 .(Has¢ .b; "hairdresser is megaddela ,

which probably refers to Mary Magd - alene, who

Vi 3
") Ancient texts. for New Testament studies: a guide to the background literature
By Craig A. Evans p.249
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was son)etimes confused with Mary the mother of
Jesus ..)
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S0 of Her Heart

().'it'ph the husband of Mary, of
d the Messiah.”? Tt is interest-
wasus with David goes through
lv Davidic paternity given not
firough legal fatherhood. When
B sumed public responsibility for
Bl paternity. Also, and more im-
ving the angelic instruction in
s us.” [n doing so he acknowl-

TLis also important to note that the language changes when
Matthew comes to Jesus, There is a strong pattern of “—, the fa-
ther of —, and —, the lather of —," which is broken with “Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born.” This is becausce
Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus. It is through Joseph
that Jesus is begotten as a son of David, as it is through Mary that
Jesus is begotten as a son of God.* Some rabbinical writing from

the fourth century suggests that Mary was descended Trom “princes
and rulers” but “played the harlot with carpenters.” It is possible
that the authors, despite their efforts to discredit Jesus” mother's
virtue, accepred Matthewss gencalogy, and seeing that Joseph was
not the father, put the royal lincage on Mary’s side.’
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444 STUDYING THE HISTORICAL JESUS

eic.). For the classic treatments of the problem, one should see, among
others, the works by Heinrich Laible, Gustav Dalman, Travers
Herford, Joseph Klausner, and more recently Johann Maier.? Another
serious problem in making use of these traditions is that it is likely that
none of it is independent of Christian sources.? For example, the
apparent reference to Mary, the mother of Jesus, who “played the
harlot with carpenters” (b. Sanh. 106a), represents polemic that pre-

ud @her Jesum? (SUB 11; Berlin:
us Christus im Thalmud (S1JB 10,
esi nach jidischen Quellen (Berlin;
: ew York: G. Olms, 1977); idem,

-f-::'di-\‘t;dby_ ; )‘duprdt'a ¥ (19"7) 170-73, R. T
Bruce Chilton & Craig Al Bvans London: Williams & Norgate, 1903;

. in Jewish Literature,” Dictionary of
an, “Jesus in Rabbinical Literature,”
88: A. Meyer, “Jesus im Talmud,” in
mentlichen Apokryphen (Tibingen:
“Travers Herford's "Christianity in
3 H. L. Swrack, Jesus, die Haretiker
grigaben (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1910); S.
Tation 1o the Jewish Law a1 the Time
saer, Jesus of Nazareth: His Life,
: George Allen & Unwin, 1925) 18-
ren combined and translated as Jesa
b Liturgy of the Synagogue (trans. A,
reeter; Cambridge: Deighton, Bell,
1973). For more recent treatments,
. = RS e, a0 n (New York: Macmillan, 1050); 1.
7. Lauterbach, “Jesus in the Talmad,” in Lavterbach, Rabbinic Essays (Cincinnai;
Hebrew Union College, 1951) 473-570; E. Batmmel, “Christian Origins in Jewish
Tradition,” NTS 13 {19467) 317-35; repr. in Baminel, Judaica (WUNT 37; Tbin-
gen: Maohr [siebeck], 1986) 220-38; D. R. Cutchpole, The Trial of Jesus; A Study
in the Gospely and Jewish Historiography from 1770 o the Present Day (SPB 18:
Letden: Brill, 1971) 1-71; ). Maier, Jesus von Nuzareth in der talmudischen
Uberlieferung (ErFor B2; Darmstadt: Wisseaschantliche Buchgesellschafy, 1978);
C. A Evans, "Jesus in Non-Christian Sources,” DJG (1992) 364-68. For a more
popular distillation of these radiions, see F. F. Bruce, Jesus and Christian Origins
Outside the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1974) 54.55,
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LIVES OF JESUS ASI) JESUS OLWISIDE THE BIBLE

emploved (e.g. Balaam, Ben Pandira, Ben Stada, ete). For the classic
treatments of the problem, one should see. among others, the works by
Henrich Laible, Gustav Dalman, Travers Herford, Joseph Klausner, and
more recently Johann Maier.? Another serious problem in making use of
these traditions is that it is likely that none of it is independent of Christian
sources.' For example, the apparent reference to Mary. the mother ol
Jusus, who “played the harlot with carpenters™ (b, Senh. 106a), represents
Polemic that presopposes e Gospels of Matthew and Luke. and sub-
sequent Christian doctrine arising from them, not ancient and independent
information relating to the circumstances of Jesus® conception and birth,
The same should probably be said with reference to traditions about Jusus
in Egypt (b, Sanh. 107b; b, Sotu 47a), Jesis' “five disciples™ (b. Sanh.
107b), Jesus practicing magic (b. Sanhi. 107b: b, Sota 470 £-Sabb. 11.15;
b, Subb. 104b), and various allusions to Jesus’ teaching (b. Ber. 1Ta-17b,
b, Sabb. 116b; b. Sunh. 103a, 107b).* Neverthéless, three of these elements
within the rabbinic trudition have drawn' some attention and should be
considered briefly (a fourth will be discussed in the sceond part of this
chapter). . . .

( For Example, the apparent references to Mary, the
mother of Jesus, who “played the harlot with. .
carpenters” (b.-Sanh 106a), )
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"aadge e asVlie a3V Y1 U HSadl I iy @

(T il aadl § anasll

oo dean V990 Lt Lei et Ay i B G A5 apaadl agall Sl 3 b Sl 2 Y
AAY Say VAV e 5l Gahs 8 00 AV aall sgall Sl 53 8 D jhuale
G0 e ol sl e dean 1990 Jle 3y VAAT G0y VAAY Ga A8a30 G pa S aany
a8y apall agall eldde cpy 3l agall aadll aBlly Al 2] 51 | jease YLy ey, LS
O apall 2eall AU ol o geail Jadal Chag (S (g31 g 2psadl 2galt s yhie it 33 135S 50 paud
o B e 3l 235 LS Jlaall 138 g3 el 35 38y i phaiial 03d 481 )2 5igh ) g 301 DS

Y1

http://kotob.has.it



(: I’'m not saying that John necessarily believed in the
virginal conception of Jesus; but the evidence scems (0
suggest that he was aware of the popular view of Jesus
as having been conceived in fornication )
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) Babylonian Talmud , Tractate Sanhedrin 17 Folio 106a , Folio 106b .. P.725
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SANNEDRIN Ex, 11k 1cb-106
his rewafd for the twentyYour thousand Tsraclites whose destrue.
tion he had encompassed.' Mar Zugra b, Tobish remarked in Rab's
name: This is what men say, ‘When the camel went. to demand
horns, they cut of theaarshehad.' | '

Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, {did the children of Tnrcel
slay with the sword].? A soothsayer? Bur he was a prophet!—R. Jo.
banan said: At firse he was a prophet, but subsequently a scoth. ¥
sayer.4 R, Papa observed: This is what men say. ‘She who was
the descendant of princes and governars playved the harlot with
carventers ' $ [ t06b] Did the children of Iiracl slay with the sword among
them that were sloin by them.% Rab sad: They subjected him to lour
deaths, stoning. burning, decapitation and stranpgulation

A certain min® said to R. Hanina; Hase thou heard how old
Balaam was?—He replied: It is not actually stated, but since it is
written, Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their davs,9 (it
follows that] he was thirty-three or thirty-tour years old.'® He
rejoined: Thou hast said correctly; I personally have seen Balaam's
Chronicle in which it is seated, ‘Balaam the lame was thirry years
old when Phinehas the Robber killed him." st

(1) V. ibid, XXV, 1-9: since Torael was thus seduced and punished chrough

¥ his sdvive, a0 stated above, he demanded payment, (2) So Balasm, demanding

/MM {3) Joshus Xil5, 22. (4) As a punishment for wishing
to curse laracl be was deeraded from & orophet 1o a soothaayer. (5) SHIp-
draggers, (v. Rashi). Heford, Chrirtianity in b, Telmud, p. 48, suggests that
Baluam is frequently used in the Talmud as a type for lesus {v. also pp. 6270
Though no name is mentioned to shew which womanWwmeany, the mother of
Jesus may be alluded 1o, which theory is strengthened by the atatement that
the mated with a carpenter. {The Munich MS. has 231 in the margin iostead
\_of ™, ie., singular 1natead of plural) (6) Ibid. (7) This is suggested by

the use of the plural "aming Twere Jlatn .
deaths inficted upon others were all sufered by Balaaem, Thus be was hung.
{stzangulation), ¢ fire was lic ueder him thurning), his head was sruck of (de-
canitation). and then be was atlowed ta fall to carth (stonmgl; v. Sopm 456,
(8) Herstic, v. Gloa. ({g) Pu. LV, 14. (loléf. p-47%. a. 3. (3t}{According o
the vicw thar all the Balum passres are anti.Christian in tendency, Balum!
~ beingsusod a3 analiss for Jesus, Phinehas the Robber is thustaken to represerd
" Pontius Pilatus, and e Chronicle of Balaam probubly to denote a Gosncl (v.
Restord ep, cit. 72€.). Thie viaw is bowever disputed by Bacher and otherad,
4 Gingberg, Jownal of Biblice! Liseretwe, XLI, 121}
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(Let us imagine what a Jew- let alone a philosopher-
might say to Jesus: 'Is itnot true, good sir, that you
fabricated the story of your birth from a virgin to quiet
rumourss about the true and insavoury circumstances of
your origins? Is it not the case that far from being born
in the royal David's city of bethlehem , you were born in

a poor country town, and of a woman who earned her -
living by spinning? Is it not the case that when her deceit

was uncovered, to wit, that she was pregnant by a roman
soldicr called Panthera shc was driven away by her

" quote are taken from Celsus On the True Doctrine, translated by R. Joseph
Hoffman, Oxford University Press, 1987:
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husband- the carpenter- and convicted of adultery?" (57)
) '
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( From Origen on it has been thought that “we are not
born of fornication” is a counterattack on Jesus, whose
birth was suspicious, and so assumed to be “of
fornication” (so the opponent of Christianity, Celsus, in
Origen’s Contra Celsum, 1.28; the allegation is also in
the late Jewish writing Toledoth Jeshu). Among
moderns this is held by Hoskyns, 324; Barrett, 348;
Brown, 357; Sanders, 230; Lindars (possibly), 328. )
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(Accordmg to ongen clesus ‘represents a _]CW as having a
conversation with jésus ‘himself a him on many charges,
among others that "he fabrlcated the story of his birth

from a virgin.)
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(v. 37). In.return, the Jews cast aspersions on his parentage, alluding to *
the dubious circuristances of his birth. Bcasley-Mumy notes that from
the dme of Origen it has been Lhought that this verse is an attack on the.
suspicious nature of Jesus’ birth.” Barrett states that rumours about his
illegiimacy were probably already circulating™ and Jesus’ audience cer-
tainly do not hesitate to make this accusation, implying that he was born
of fornication (€x ropveiac, v. 41). Inhis defence, Jesus asserts that his
true origin is from the Father, whereas theirs is from the devil, whom he
labels a murderer and liar.”® Hostility between Jesus and his opponents is
expressed in extreme terms: they accuse him of being a bastard, he then
cla.lms that they are murdcrus and Tiars, sct to destroy him. The abuse
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(I cite Rabbi Judah’s attack on Jesus and. Christianity for
another purpose. Rabbi Judah refers to the live Jesus as a
“bastard” who “cannot- enter ‘the congregation of the
Lord” ) |
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Some have thought thar the scandal of Jesus’ birth was even
greater than Christianity has been willing to recognize. Near the
end of the eighth chapter of John's gospel, Jésus engaged inalong
conversation with his opponents. He spoke to them of truth.and
{reedom, of honoring God and Abraham. At one point they coun-
tered, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God
himiself.”2! Jesus was speaking of spiritual legitimacy, but his op-
ponents countered with physical legitimacy. Some biblical scholars -
have seen this passage as evidence of an carly tradition of the ille-
- gitimacy of Jesus. In the first century, Jesus, in Jewish literature,
was reterred o as Yeshu ben Pantiri, or Jesus, son of Pantera.22 The
pagan philosopher Celsus, writing in the second century a.n., pos-
tulated that Jesus was the son of a pour woman who had been
raped or seduced by a Roman soldier named Pantera.?3 1t has been
suggested that the illegitimacy of Jesus-was a hidden tradition in

the New Testament. which was eventually masked by the more ac-
ceplable concept of the virgin birth.24 Jesus is referred to in rab-
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( Thereafter, when Yohanan came to her, Miriam
expressed astonishment at behavior so foreign to his
character. It was thus that they both came to know the
crime of Joseph Pandcra and the terrible mistake on the
part of Miriam. Whereupon Yohanan went to Rabban
Shimeon ben Shetah and related to him the tragic
seduction. Lacking witnesses required for the
punishment of Joseph Pandera, and Miriam being with
child, Yohanan left for Babylonia. )
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