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The second section includes seven chapters and one ending part: the first
chapter is about the rituals performed in the city of Kifa. The second chapter
is devoted to the rituals of Kiifa Mosque. The third chapter is about the
rituals of Sahla Mosque. The fourth chapter is about the rituals of Sa‘sa‘a
Mosque. The fifth chapter is about the rituals performed at Ghani Mosque.
The sixth chapter is about the rituals done id Ju‘fi Mosque. The seventh
chapter is about the rituals of Kahil Mosque. The ending part includes three
chapters: the first chapter is about the rituals of visiting the tomb of Muslim
bin ‘Aqil. The second chapter is about the rituals of visiting the tomb of Han1
bin ‘Urva and the third chapter is about the rituals of visiting the tomb of
Mukhtar.

In the present book, we added what we found in Bihar narrating from al-
Mazar but were not reflected in our manuscript. This added part includes
special invocation known as “Ziyara al-Musafiga” for Imams and the
invocation recited for the prophet far away from his shrine and the
invocation read for imams’ descendants. These parts are missing from the
beginning of our manuscript.

The method followed in the editing of the book

For editing of the book, the only available manuscript in the library of
‘Allama Sayyed Mustafa Safai Khansari was used. The process of the
editing included the following phases: first the Quranic verses were
addressed and placed in decorative parentheses, second the text of the
available manuscript was typed and then the material which was narrated by
‘Allame MajlisT in Bihar from Mazar was compared with it and the
differences were mentioned in the footnotes. Also, the material reflected in
other similar Mazar books were compared to it and the differences were
mentioned in the footnotes based on the chronological orders of the sources.

Then, in case of omission of a word or phrase, by comparing it with the copy
of the book narrated by ‘Allame Majlisi, the omitted part is clarified and
mentioned in the footnotes. We also added the explanations expressed by
‘Allame MajlisT under some reports in the footnotes. Also, more
explanations about complicated words and phrases from some Gharib al-
Lugha (Arabic Dictionaries) were added in the footnotes. In the end of each
invocation the sources of that invocation is mentioned based on
chronological order.
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al-Kabir whosc copy was available for ‘Allama Majlisi. Of course they had
other sources in writing their books besides al-Mazar al-Kabir, the sources
which were written by scholars living before Shaikh Mufid and were
considered as his teachers like ibn Dawud (d. 378 AH \ 988), ibn Qiilivayh
(d. 368 AH \ 978) and others some of whom were close companions of the
imams and wrote Mazar books. All these sources have been alluded to in
Najashi and TusT’s index books (al-Fihrist).

Therefore, it is likely that this “Mazar” which is believed to be written by
Shaikh Mufid is the same source used by Sayyed bin Tawiis and Shahid
Avval ( the First Martyr) in creating their works. By considering the prayers
collected in this book and looking into the style of it, we will conclude that it
was surly written by early writers and cannot be created in later times close
to the time of ‘Allama Majlii, or if it were the case, ‘Allama Majlist who is
an expert in this field would notice and mention it. Another fact is that, many
of the invocations narrated by ‘Allama Majlisi are the same as the ones in
Mudfid’s Mazar al-Saghir, and some others are the same as the ones in
Tust’s Tahdhib al-Ahkam and Mashadi’s Mazar and others whose chain of
narration end up to Shaikh Mufid and from MufId to Imams’ Companions.
This is a good proof that Shaikh Mufid certainly had such a book and the
present work is definitely written by him.

In Short, the book includes (although a part of the beginning is missing, it
starts with the permission to begin the work which shows the missing part is
really small) two sections, there is no mention of “section one” though. Each
section contains some chapters and an ending part. The first chapter of the
first section is devoted to the invocations recited at the shrines of the prophet
and his daughter Fatima and the rituals done in the mosque of the prophet in
Medina. The second chapter is about the invocations read in Baqi‘cemetery
where four of Shiite imams and other great early Muslims are buried. The
third chapter includes the general and specific invocations of imam ‘Ali. The
fourth chapter is about the general and specific invocations of Imam Husayn.
The fifth chapter is devoted to the invocations of the two Imams buried in
Kazemayn. The sixth chapter contains the invocation read in Imam Rida’s
shrine. The seventh chapter includes the invocations recited in the shrine of
the two imams in Samirra and the rituals performed in the Holy Basement
near the shrine. The ending part includes some chapters: the first chapter is
about a comprehensive invocation recited at all holy shrines. The second
chapter is about the invocation read while visiting the tomb of Salman
Muhammadi. The third chapter is about the quality of visiting a shrine on
behalf of someone else and the fourth chapter is about how to visit and what
to read while visiting the graves of the Shiites.

9



figures who had mastery in many branches of Islamic sciences such as
jurisprudence, legal theory, theology, hadith, Quran exegesis, Rijal
(Biographies of Hadith narrators) and etc. He was a student of over 50 great
Shiite scholars among whom you can find significant figures like Ibn
Qiilivayh Qummi, Shaikh $adiig, Ibn Valid Qummi, Aba Ghalib Zurari. All
the Muslim scholars who have mentioned his biography have described him
as a magnificent and impressive personality with ample knowledge. Najashi
and Shaikh al-TasT two of the prominent disciples of Sheikh Mufid who
were quite trustworthy to him, have counted more than 200 books for him.

About the book

Shaikh Mufid also compiled another book in this subject entitled “Kitab al-
Mazar al-Saghir” based on what Najashi has reported in his index book (al-
Fihist, Najashi: 399 - 400/1067), while Shaikh Tusi and Ibn Tawius called it
“Kitab Manasik al-Ziyarat” (Tahdhib al-Ahkam, 6/56; Muhasibat al-Nafs,
37). Then in the seventh century Sayyed ‘Al bin Tawis al-Hillt (d. 664 AH \
1265) wrote a book with the same subject and called it “Misbah al-Za’ir”
and later in the eighth century Muhammad bin Makki al-‘Amili known as
“the first martyr” (d. 786 AH \ 1384) wrote his book “al-Mazar” in this
subject. These two later works included many different invocations and
prayers to be read before, while and after visiting various shrines and
mosques. The problem with these two works is that they both omitted the
“Isnad” of the reports (the chain of narrators in the beginning of a report
showing from whom the report was narrated), they also failed to mention
their sources, but because there are a lot of similarities between the two
works, it seems like they got their material from one single source. Finally it
the eleventh century, ‘Allama al-MajlisT tried to collect all the previous
books written in the subject and devoted a section of his massive,
encyclopedic work “Bihar al-Anvar” to reflecting the prayers from Mazar
books.

In this section, he narrated many invocations from famous and none famous
sources. In many cases we sec that he mentions many of the invocations with
this phrase: “ ... here is another invocation narrated by Mufid, Sayyed,
Shahid and others (May God bless their souls) from Safvan, and the text is
from Mufid who said ...) (Bihar al-Anvar, 97: 281)

It is certain that the book “al-Mazar al-Saghir” was not available for ‘Allama
Majlis1. Also most invocations narrated in Bihar al-Anvar are not found in
al-Mazar al-Saghir which confirms the idea that He did not use al-Mazar al-
Saghir as onc of his sources. On the other hand Ibn Tawiis and Shahid wrote
most of the invocations in their books based on the arrangement of all-Mazar

8



Introduction

While visiting a shrine there are a number of rituals and ceremonies the
pilgrim should follow, such as performing ablution, remcmbering God,
saying prayer, being humble, having pure intention, paying attention to
spiritual magnitude of the visited person and other practices. One of the
rituals practiced by the Shiites which has bcen taught by the Imams while
visiting a holy shrine is reciting special invocation or “‘ziyara” a pilgrim
does. These prayers include very important concepts concerning the
principles of Islam and the bases of morality. Shiite great scholars at the time
of Imams and later tried hard to collect these prayers in special books called
*“al-Mazar” (The Shrine).

One of these books is “Kitabu Mazar Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon
him) compiled by Shaikh Mu’aviyat bin ‘Ammar al-Duhni al-Kafi (d. 175
AH) who was one of the closest companion to Imam $adiq and Imam Bagir
(peace be upon them) (al-Fihrist al-Najashi: 412/1096)

This book is considered as the first work compiled in the subject in Islamic
world. This book was written at the time when Imam ‘AlT’s burial site was
disclosed by his infallible descendents, especially by Imam Sadiq (peacc be
upon him) (d. 148 AH). Another book of this kind written centuries later is a
book entitled “al-Mazar al-Kabir” which is said to be written by al-Shaikh
al-Mufid (d. 413 AH \ 1022).

Since ‘Allama al-Majlisi (d. 1110 AH \ 1698) used the material reflected in
this book in writing his major work “Bihar al-Anvar” and relied on it,
Allama Majlisi Library decided to research, revise and publish this book and
now it is offered and published with number 26 in the series devoted to
publishing the sources of the book Bihar al-Anvar.

About the Author

His name is Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Nu’man, known as Shailk
Mufid or Ibn Mu‘alim. This great scholar was born in 338 AH \ 949 and
passed away in 413 AH \ 1022. He is one of the most important Shiitc

7
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