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The Violation of Palestinian Prisoners Rights In Israeli Prisons




Their Freedom...Our duty
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Like the darkest nights do, the Occupation hit with its prison bars on the Palestinian hearts that beat
with freedom. It built around a world of forgetfulness where dignified souls melt down like the candles
that light the paths of freedom before they are puffed down by ramparts of darkness.

This is what the Occupation desired to do with the Palestinian people. Whenever a struggling spirit
lives, the occupation decides it must die. It calls for its air-force to raid and to ground forces to move its
tanks causing blood to shed. Those who were not killed are sent to prisons which are tents located in
the middle of the desert; or they are placed in boxes of concrete -above or under the ground- where
light is forbidden to reach; or the Occupation isolates the prisoner in a cell that is more like a grave,
except that the creature is alive.

11,000 is the forgotten number of prisoners in the Occupation cells.

11,000 is the number of those living in the desert tents and rotten boxes of concrete, in conditions far
to resemble humanitarian ones.

11,000 is the number of men, women, and children who are being tortured by prison-keepers and
investigators on every sunrise.

11,000 is the issue of 55,000 wives, mothers and children who are agonized by the pain of “waiting”.
11,000 is the number of those whom the Occupation wishes to vanish in the world of forgetfulness
disclaiming their rights and dignity.

Every day passes with our people held in the Occupation prisons, thousand questions pang our nights
asking ourselves, 'What did we do to help them see the light?“, And with every sleeping eye of the
prisoners, they wish we remember them, at least in a passing dream”

They are 11,000. They are forgotten, unseen in the darkness. The globe closes heavy eyes upon
them. The international humanitarian organizations turn their faces away from them. They are 11,000.
They attain their rights through their hunger and blood; they pave the path of their freedom alone, with
steadfastness, patience, and power that is above the human beings' capability.
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“The Detaining Power is bound to provide sufficiently spacious and well ventilated sleeping quarters,
and the internees shall have suitable bedding and sufficient blankets, account being taken of the
climate, and the age. sex. and state of health of the internees

i Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 85!
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"The Detaining Power is bound to take all necessary and possible measures to ensure that protected
persons shall, from the outset of their internment, be accommodated in buildings or quarters which

afford every possible safeguard as regards hygiene and health”
{Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 851
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The Detaining Power is bound to take all necessary and possible measures to provide efficient
protection against the rigours of the climate and the effects of the war. In no case shall permanent
places of internment be situated in unhealthy areas or in districts, the climate of which is injurious to
the internees

|Geneva Convenlion relative 1o the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article B5)
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The premises [where the detaining power holds the protected persons shall be fully protected from

dampness, adequately heated and lighted, in particular between dusk and lights out”
iGeneva Convention relative to the Prolection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 85}
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"The Detaining Power is bound to provide for the use of the Internees day and night, sanitary
conveniences which conform to the rules of hygiene, and are constantly maintained in a state of

cleanliness’
1Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article BS)
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"The Detaining Power shall provide sufficient water and soap for the Internees daily personal toilet
and for washing their personal laundry; installations and tacilities necessary for this purpose shall be
granted to them too

(Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 851
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Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied country, and if convicted
they shall serve their sentences therein They shall. if possible, be separated from other detainees and
shall enjoy conditions of food and hygiene which will be sufficient to keep them in good health, and
which will be at least equal to those obtaining in prisons in the occupied country

i Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 76
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Every place of internment shall have an adequate infirmary, under the direction of a qualified doctor,
where internees may have the attention they require, as well as an appropriate diet Isolation wards
shall be set aside for cases of contagious or mental diseases

|Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 91)
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Maternity cases and internees suffering from serious diseases, or whose condition requires special
treatment, a surgical operation or hospital care, must be admitted to any institution where adequate
treatment can be given and shall receive care not inferior to that provided for the general population

Internees shall, for preference, have the attention of medical personnel of their own nationality
{Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 91)
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Internees may not be prevented from presenting themselves to the medical authorities for examination.

The medical authorities of the Detaining Power shall, upon request, issue to every internee who has

undergone treatment an official certificate showing the nature of his illness or injury, and the duration
and nature of the treatment given

iGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 91)
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48 is the number of prisoners who died in the Occupation prisons between 1967 and 2007 They died
because they did not receive the proper medical treatment, either when they were in jails or when they

were moved to al-Ramleh-Prison Hospital, the only hospital they are allowed to go
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No physical or moral coercion shall be exercised against protected persons, in particular to obtain

information from them or from third parties
(Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 31
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Each State Party shall take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent
acts of torture in any territory under its jurisdiction No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether
a state of war or a threat of war, internal political in stability or any other public emergency, may be
invoked as a justification of torture .

i Convention against Torture, embraced by the UN in 10/12/1984, Article 2)
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No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
(International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, embraced by the UN in 16/12/1966. Article 7)
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No sentence shall be pronounced by the competent courts of the Occupying Power except after a

regular trial
iGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 71
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Palestinian detainees are subject to judicial proceedings before illegal Military courts of the Occupation
State The courts are affiliated with the Ministry of Defense but do not abide by either the Israeli laws,
or the Palestinian’s, or the International ones. It has its own verdicts according to the commands and
military laws In these courts, a judges committee or lawyers do not exist; however, army officers with
“law background’ are appointed by the Occupation Army
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Accused persons who are prosecuted by the Occupying Power shall be promptly informed. in writing.
in a language which they understand, of the particulars of the charges preferred against them, and
shall be brought to trial as rapidly as possible

(Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civihan Persons in Time of War. Article 711
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Accused persons shall have the right to present evidence necessary to their defence and may. in
particular, call witnesses They shall have the right to be assisted by a qualified advocate or counsel

of their own choice
[Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 721
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Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other

officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time

or to release It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody
tInternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. embraced by the UN in 16/12/1966. Article 9
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Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before
a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order
his release if the detention is not lawful

tInternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, embraced by the UN in 16/12/1966. Article 91
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As soon as he is interned, or at the latest not more than one week after his arrival in a place of
internment, and likewise in cases of sickness or transfer to another place of internment or to a hospital,
every internee shall be enabled to send direct to his family,an internment card, informing his relatives
of his detention, address and state of health. The said cards shall be forwarded as rapidly as possible

and may not be delayed in any way
|GGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 106!
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Every internee shall be allowed to receive visitors, especially near relatives, at regular intervals and as
frequently as possible As far as is possible, internees shall be permitted to visit their homes in urgent
cases, particularly in cases of death or serious illness of relatives

iGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. Article 116!
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Every internee shall be allowed to receive visitors, especially near relatives, at regular intervals and as

frequently as possible. As far as is possible, internees shall be permitted to visit their homes in urgent

cases, particularly in cases of death or serious illness of relatives
iGeneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, Article 116)
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otates Parties shall ensure that No child shall be subjected 1o torture or other cruel. inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment Neither capital punishment norlife imprisonment without possioility
of release shall be imposed for offences committed by persons below eighteen years of age

'Convention on the Rights of the Child. embraced by the UN n 20/11/19
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100% of the children prisoners were subject to at least one type of torture when taken by the Occupatio
Authorities The torture types range between severe beating, humiliation, deprivation of sleep. and
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States Parties shall ensure that No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily.

The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used

only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time
(Convention on the Rights of the Child. embraced by the UN in 20/11/1989, Article37)
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Periods of detention imposed by the Occupation Authorities on children-prisoners range between 6
months as a mimmum and a life-time sentence at most Currently, one child is sentenced to life, three
children are given a 15-year sentence. and four are sentenced between 5-9 years; while the rest of
the children are sentenced for periods between 6 months and 3 years Their charge is stone-throwing
on the Occupation's soldiers and vehicles
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States Parties shall ensure that Every child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity and
respect for the inherent dignity of the human person. and in a manner which takes into account the
needs of persons of his or her age In particular. every child deprived of liberty shall be separated from
adults unless it is considered in the child's best interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain
contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits. save in exceptional circumstances
iConvention on the Rights of the Child. embraced by the UN in 20111988, Article37
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ere is no special center set for n:a;]-'is':f::ﬂ.z::fz_15-1.:- Palestinian children 260 of the 330 children prisoners
ire held in the division for Israeli underage prisoners in “Thlamond™ The rest of the children are kept
in the different prisoners set for the adults, including Mjiddo and an-Nagab prisoners, where children

2 ket in tents with the rest of the agaull prisoners
f

50






o 5“5 Baslus e depun Jsandl 8 am” 45,2 5o p9y2e Jib USJ 05 Ol BLLY Jgull JiSGn

_g!- d.::.i.-.'::.o {-Ln'l L ,5dl e Bley> dis
M”J.ﬂ:___,.nﬂ é‘éi‘-‘-ﬁu_ﬁ‘ﬁ)sud'lég ﬁflahhnjwdﬂm

i xﬂuﬂb}i kﬂd'-"‘-” o> BL::-S cdaawlid] '-‘-‘*J-ﬁL-ng.an;c:-g

(37 23LL0 .1989/11/20 ,3 Basall [:..:.‘:."1 oo bhasmll Jalll §gis 43131

States Parties shall ensure that Every child deprived of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt
access to legal and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to challenge the legality of the
deprivation of his or her liberty before a court or other competent, independent and impartial authority,
and to a prompt decision on any such action

iConvention on the Rights of the Child. embraced by the UN in 20/11/1989. Arlicle37)
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the court hearing of children betore the illegal military courts thal are

try of Defense However, these courts do not abide by either the Israel laws, o1

the International ones Verdicts are issued according to commands of the military
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The total number of detainees in the Occupation's prisons has reached up to 11,600.

The total number of female detainees in the Occupation’s prisons has reached up to 110.
The total number of children detainees in the Occupation’s prisons has reached up to 360.
The number of Palestinian administrative detainees held in the Occupation’s prisons, without

pressing any charges against, and without appealing before court has reached up to 1,000.

Prisoners, upon whom court sentences have been issued, are 4,970; 5,630 prisoners are still

waiting for the hearing.

Until March 2008, the number of detainees who died in the Occupation prisons under torture
is 70. The number of prisoners who died as a result of medical negligence and denial of
treatment is 48, while the number of prisoners killed by the Occupation soldiers and jail-

keepers, intentionally, after detentionis 77.

Until March 2008, the number of prisons and detention centers in which the Occupation State
holds Palestinians are 17 prisons and 7 detention centers, all are located in the Occupation

State except for Offer prison which is located near the West Bank city of Ramallah.
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