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Works by Walter Benjamin in English Translation

Charles Baudelaire: A Lyric Poet in the Era of High Cépitalism, trans. Harry Zohn (London: New Left
Books, 1973). Includes: “The Paris of the Second Empire in Baudelaire”, “Some Moatifs in Baudelaire”,
“Paris, the Capital of the Nineteenth Century”.

luminations, ed. Hannah Arendt, trans. Harry Zohn (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1968;
London: Collins/Fontana, 1973). Includes: “Unpacking My Library”, “The Task of the Translator”, “The
Storyteller”, “Franz Kafka", “Max Brod's Book on Kafka", “What is Epic Theatre?”, “On Some Motifs in
Baudelaire”, “The Image of Proust”, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanica! Reproduction”, “Theses
on the Philosophy of History".

Moscow Diary, pref. Gershom Scholem, trans. Richard Sieburth, ed. Gary Smith (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1986). Supplernented by “Russian Toys”, “Preface to a planned series for Humanité”,
letters to Gershom Scholem, Jula Radt, Siegfried Kracauer, Martin Buber and Hugo von Hofmannsthal.

Reflections: Essays, Aphorisms, Autobiographical Writings, ed. Peter Demetz, trans. Edmund Jephcott
(New York and London: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1978). Includes: “A Berlin Chronicle”, “One-Way Street
(selection)”, “Moscow”, “Marseilles”, “Hashish in Marseilles”, “Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century”,
“Naples”, “Surrealism”, “Brecht’s Threepenny Novel", “Conversations with Brecht”, “The Author as Producer”,
“Karl Kraus”, “Critique of Violence", “The Destructive Character”, “Fate and Character”, “Theologico-
Political Fragment”, “On Language as Such and on the Language of Man", “On the Mimetic Faculty”.

One-Way Street and Other Writings, trans. Edmund Jephcott and Kingsley Shorter (London: New Left
Books, 1979). Identical with Reflections, except for “Small History of Photography” and “Eduard
Fuchs, Collector and Historian”.

Understanding Brecht, trans. Anna Bostock (London: New Left Books, 1973). Includes: “What is Epic
Theatre?” (first version), “What is Epic Theatre?", “Studies for a Theory of Epic Theatre”, “From the
Brecht Commentary”, “A Family Drama in the Epic Theatre”, “The Country where it is Forbidden to
Mention the Proletariat”, “Commentaries on Poems by Brecht”, “Brecht's Threepenny Novel", “The
Author as Producer”, “Con’versations with Brecht”.

The Origin of German Tragic Drama, trans. John Osborne (London: New Left Books, 1977).

Walter Benjamin, Selected Writings, Volume 1, 1913-1926, ed. Marcus Bullock and Michael W.
Jennings {Cambridge, MA and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1996). This
contains a wealth of hitherto unpublished material.

Works on Walter Benjamin

The reception of Benjamin's work has vindicated his own insight into the ways in which the optic of the
present continuﬁly transforms the past. Through its selective focus, which often favours particular texts
or phases of Benjamin's authorship to the neglect of others, it constantly reshuffles the internal organi-
zation of Benjamin's work. This is most apparent in the categories the reception falls into, listed below.
1. Art Criticism

The Theory of the Avant-Garde, Peter Biirger (Minneapolis: Minnesota University Press, 1984).

On the Museum's Ruins, Dougias Crimp (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1993).

“Gordon Matta Clarke”, in Rock My Religion, Dan Graham (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1993).

“The Originality of the Avant-Garde”, in The Originality of the Avant-Garde and Other Modernist Myths,
Rosalind Krauss (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1984).
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“Towards a Theory of Postmodernism: The’ Allegorical Impulse”, Craig Owens, in October, no. 12,
Spring 1980.

2. Architectural and Urban Criticism .

Architecture and the Text, Jennifer Bloomer (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1993).

The City of Collective Memory, Christine M. Boyer (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1994).

Privacy and Publicity, Beatriz Colomina (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1993).

Benjamin's Passages, Pierre Missac (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995).

The Dialectics of Seeing: Walter Benjamin and The Arcades Project, Susan Buck-Morss (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 1989).

“Walter Benjamin's City Portraits”, Peter Szondi, in Gary Smith ed., On Walter Benjamin (Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press, 1988).

Architecture and Utopia, Manfredo Tafuri (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1976).

3. Philosophy

Aesthetic Theory, Theodor W. Adorno (London: Routledge, 1984).

.Walter Benjamin’s Philosophy: Destruction and Experience, ed. Andrew Benjamin and Peter Osborne
(London: Routledge, 1994).

Walter Benjamin: The Colour of Experience, Howard Caygill (London: Routledge, 1997).

The Melancholy Science: An Introduction to the Thought of Theodor W. Adorno, Gillian Rose
(Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1981).

4, Literary Criticism

“Conclusions on Walter Benjamin’s ‘The Task of the Translator™, Paul de Man, in Yale French Studies,
no. 69, 1985.

The Dissimulating Harmony, Carol Jacobs (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978).
Dialectical Images: Walter Benjamin's Theory of Literary Criticism, Michael W. Jennings (Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 1987).

5. Marxism

Romanticism and Marxism, Marcus Bullock {New York: Peter Lang, 1987).

Walter Benjamin, or Towards a Revolutionary Criticism, Terry Eagleton (London: Verso and New Left
Books, 1981).

“Walter Benjamin, or, Nostalgia”, Frederic Jameson, in Marxism and Form: Twentieth Century
Dialectical Theories of Literature (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1971).

Biographies of Walter Benjamin

“A Portrait of Walter Benjamin”, Theodor W. Adorno, in Prisms (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1981).
“Introduction. Walter Benjamin, 1892-1940", Hannah Arendt, in luminations, trans. Harry Zohn
(New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1968; London: Collins/Fontana, 1973).

Walter Benjamin: A Biography, Momme Broderson {London: Verso Press, 1996).

The Story of a Friendship, Gershom Scholem (London: Faber and Faber, 1982).
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