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BRITISH NAVAL OPRRATIONS
AGAINST TURKISH YAMAN
1914-1919 *

BY
JOHN BALDRY

HEN in 1840 the European Powers forced Muhammad *Ali, the
Egyptian viceroy, to abandon his imperial schemes in Arabia
the Higdz reverted to the Ottoman Empire. Nine years later Ottoman
forces landed at Hudaydah and Kamaran thereby restoring the
Yaman littoral to the Ottoman Empire. The Turks responded to an
attack against Hudaydah by “Asiri tribesmen in 1871 by despatching
a force which successfully subdued ‘Asir: the following year the
greater Part of the Yamani highlands were occupied by Turkey.
Midian was restored to Ottoman rule in 1891.

Several serious rebellions broke out throughout Yaman during the
next forty years but peace was restored in the highlands in 1911
with the conclusion of an agreement between Imdm Yahyi and the
Turks which both sides respected until the Turkish evacuation of
Arabia in 1919,

Between 1907 and 1918 Turkey failed to crush the revolt of Sayyid
Muhammad al-Idrisi in ‘Asir and the northern Yamani littoral.
In the south of the Peninsula the frontier between Turkish Yaman
and the Aden Protectorate was finally delimited in 1905,

Thus, when the First World War broke out Turkey administered
the whole length of the eastern shore of the Red Sea from ‘Agabah
to Sayh Sa‘id except for territory in ‘Asir controlled by tribesmen
loyal to the Idrisi.

When war was declared on Turkey by the Powers of the Triple
Entente, it inevitably spread to the waters of Turkish Yaman, the
principal « artery connecting India, Australia and the East with the

* The fullowing abbreviations have been employed: FQ, Foretgn Office; HP,
Hardinge Papers; 10, India Office; L/P&S, Letters Political & Secret; P&S Dept.,
Political & Secret Department; F&P Dept.,, Foreign & Political Department;
88, Secretary of State; VI, Viceroy; ADM or Adm., Admiralty.

Arabica, Tome X XV, Fascicule 2

(1978)
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Res., Aden to Secr. Govt, India in F & P Dept. on  (})
11.9.1914 in L/P & §/10/559 {. 116.

Secr. Govt. Bombay, Pol. Dept. to Secr. Govt, India  (Y)
in F&P Dept. on 31.10.1914 in FO 371/2478 f. 186.

VR to SSIO on 7.11.1914 in FO 371/2478 f, 187 & Q)]
VR to SSIO on 7.11.1914 in L/P & 8/10/559 f. 169.
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VR to SSIO on 7.11.1914 in FO 371/2478 f. 187 & (%)
in L/P & S/10/558.

FO to [0 on 16.11.1914 in L/P & S/10/558 f. 62. ()

Acting Res, Aden Secr. Govt, India, F&P Dept. on ()
13.11.1814 in FO 371/2478.

CHEETHAM ( Cairo ) to 10 on 13.11.1914 in L/P & (V)
S5/10/558. f. 53 & f. 71.
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Instructions from Secr. Govt, India F&P Dept. to QY
Res., Aden on 23.11.1917 inL/P & S/10/559.

{8610 to VR on 22.11.1914 in HP 102 teleg. 942 f. 402 ()
in L/P & S/10/560 f. 373.

VR to SSIO on 26.11.1914 in HP 120 f. 194-5, )
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VR to 10 on 29.11.1914 in L/P & S/10/558 f. 36 & (\\)
) in HP 102, Teleg. 834 f. 386. See also similar teleq.
from VR to Adm. in ADM 137/899 f. 470.

Secr. Govt. India F & P Dept. to Res., Aden on Y
23.11.1914 in L/P & S/10/559.
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Res. to Secr. Govt india, F&P Dept. on 24.11.1914 AR
in L/P & $/10/559.

Secr. Govt, Bombay, Pol. Dept. 1o Secr Govt India, ()§)
F & P Dept. on 27.11.1914 in L/P & S/10/559 f.188.

Secr. Govt. Bombay, Pol. Dept. to Secr Govt Indidg, (Vo)
F & P Dept. on 9.12.1914 in L/P & S/10/559 f. 189,
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Memo by CLARK of FO dated 16.12.1914 in L/P & (\"V)
$/10/558 f. 56.

Minutes of meeting in ADM 137/899 f. 428-9, \\Y)

VR to Adm. on 20.12.1914 in ADM 137/899 : VR to (\A)
10 on 20.12.1914 in L/P 8 $/10/558 f. 12 : VR to
SSIO on 20.12,1914 in HP 98 Teleg. 644,
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CHEETHAM to Grey on 11.12,1914 in ADM 137/899 (¥ -)
f. 479 in L/P & 8/10/558 f. 18. See also War Diary
of G.S.0., Aden Brigade, 1-31.12.1914 in WO
95/5434,

Res. o Adm. on 4.12,1914 in ADM 137/899 f. 475. (Y\)
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Res. {o 1Q on 4.12.1914 in L/P & 8/10/558. (YY)
Wi Diary of G.8.0., Aden Brigade. 1-31.12.1914 in (YY)
WO 95/5434,
lbid. (V&)
British Desiderata in Turkesy in Asia. Report of (Yo)
Proceedings & Appendices of a Committee oppomt—
ed by the Prime Minister in CAB 27/1 . 27.
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SSI0 1o VR on 9.2.1915 in HP 102 Teleg. 1345 f. (Y1)

563-4.
Adm. to 1O on 26.1.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 60. (YV)
SSI0 to VR on 92,1915 in HP 99.Teleg. 91. (YA
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War Diary G.S.0.,Aden Brig.,, 1-31.3.1915 in WO (Y2)
95/5434.,

Earl of CORK & ORRERY, My Naval Life, 1886-1941, (Y+)
London, 1942, 104,
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Res. to Secr. Govt India on 17.2.1915 in L/P & )
8/10/560 f. 218; also in FO 371/2478 f. 116 & f. 191.

Adm. to SSIO on 19.2,1915 in L/P & S/10/560 {.215 (Y)
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Noval C.-in-C., Port Said to Secr, Govt India, marine  (¥)
Dept on 21.2.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 191.

FO to 10 on 25.2.1915in L/P & S/10/560 . 213 & (%)
10 to FO on 20.2.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 120.

SSI0 to VR on 25.2.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 136; (®)
repeated in Ibid., f. 191 & again in HP 99 Teleg.
130 f. 36.

VR to 83! on 3.3.1915 inL/P & &/10/560 . 203; H
repeated Ibid. f. 210. Also in HP 99, Teleg. 143
f. 61 & HP 102, Teleg. 1200 f. 588 b. See also VR to
FO on 3.3.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 149.
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Times Hist. War, op. cii., X, 367 & 402-4, 4]

Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept, to Res. on 3.3.1815 in (A)
L/P & S/10/560 f. 203&in FO 371/2478 f. 191,

Res. to Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept. on 3.3.1915 in  (4)
L/P&S/10/560 f. 203.

Res. to SSIO on 7.3.1915 in L/P&S/10/560 f, 209. (\ )

A Y

Also in FO 371/2478 f. 164 & repeated Ibid. f. 191.
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SSI0 to VR on 10.3.1915 in HP 99 Teleg. 171 . 49 (\ V)
Repeated in FO 371/2478 f. 165.

Res. to Secr. Govt, India, F & P. Dept. (\Y)
VR to SSIO on Repeated in 11.3.1915 in HP 89, Teleg. (\Y)
163 f. 68, HP 102 Teleg. 1232 f. 603 and in L/P &
S/10/560f. 206 and in FO 371/2478f, 157&f.291.
Secr. to Govt., F&P Dept., to Res. on 11.3.1915 in FO () ¢)

371/2478.
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S8I0 to VR on 25.5.1815 in FO 371/2478 f. 213. (o)

FO to SSIO on 26.5.1915 in L/P & $/10/560. A\
'SSI0 to VR on 27.5.1915 in HP 99, Teleg. 368, (\V)
f. 112-3.
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Res. to Foreign Dept. Govt. india & to Chisf of (VA
General Staff, India on 285.1915 in L/P & S/10/560
Repeated in FO 371/2478 f. 214,
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VR to 8510 on 30.5.1915 in L/P&S/10/560. Repeat- (\ )

ed in HP 99, Teleg. 334, f. 155 & in FO 371/2478 f.
230 & f, 232.

10 to FO on 1.6.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 240 & L/P& (Y *)
&/10/560 f. 185-6.
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FO to 10O on 2.6.1915 in FO 371/2478 f. 240 [QRY 1
& L/P & 8/10/560 f. 188-8.

FO memo dated 2.6.1915 in FO 371/2478 . 238. AR
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SSIO to VR on 4.6.1915 in FO 371/2478 f, 258 & HP (YV)
99, Teleg. 393 . 119.

VR to Res. on 6.6.1915 in L/P & S/10/560 f. 179. (Y&y

War Digry G.8.0., Aden Brig., 1-30.6.1915 in WO  (Y#)
95/5434,
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Report by Maj. Gen.D.G.L. Shaw, Commanding V)
Aden Brig. on the occupation of the islands of Hanis.
Zuqur and Kamaran in the Red Seq, June 1915 in
ADM 135/1148 f. 473-82 : War Diary of D.AA. & Q.
M. General, Aden Brig., 1-30.6.1915 in WO £5/5434,
War Diary of G.8.0., Aden Brig.,1-80.6.1915 in WO
05/5434 : Res, to 10 on 13.6.1915 In L/P & S/10/560
£, 176;War Diary of R.G.A.,, Aden Defences W.e. 13.6.
1915 in WO 95/5434:War Diary of the Brecknockshire
Battalion, S. Wales Borderers on 7.6.1815 WO 95/
5438 : VR to SSIO on 11.6.1915 in HP 99, Teleg. 360
f. 166 : Times Hist War, XXI, 125,

VR to SSIO on 15.6.1915 in HP 99. Teleg. 371 f. 171. (YA)

VR to CHAMBERLAIN on 24.6.1915 in HP 121, Teleg. (Y4)
36 f. 148.
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War Diary G.S.0. Aden Brig., 1-80.6,1915 in WO )Y
95/5434,

VR to SSIO on 13.8.1915 in HP 99/5434. (V)

Res to FO on 8.8.1915 in L/P&S/10/560 f. 164. (¥v)
VR to 8810 on 13.8.1915 in HP 99, Teleg. 523, f. 244, (YY)
Adm. to 10 on 158.1915 in L/P & $/10/560 f. 161. (Y'¢)
§8i0 to VR on 24.8,1915 in HP Teleg. 603, f, 182, (Yo)
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War Diary G.S.0., Aden Brig., 1-31.8.1915 in WO YV
095/5434,

Res. to 10 on 2.9.1915 in L/P & S/10/560 f. 148, V)

Committee of imperial Defence; Standing Official  (YA)
Sub-Committes for Questions concerning the Middle
East. Question of transfer of control from Govern-
ment of India to His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom Colonial Office in L/P & S/10/705
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Convention concernant l'entretien des Phares de (H
la Mer Rouge, 27.4.-9.5.1899 In FO 371/13002,{.20-44,

fbid & SSIO to VR on 29.12.1914 in FO 371/2478 {, 22 &
L’Administration des Phares de I'Empire Ottoman to
M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres on 19.11.1918
in R20 /A3A/69/2.

51 st Weekly letter, 26.12.1914 in L/P & S/10/295. (Y)
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CORBETT, op. cit,, 1, 378.
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War Diaory 23 Sikh Pioneers in WO 95/5438 : War (0)
Diary G.S.0., Aden Btig., 1-30.11.1914 : ADM 137/
899 f, 64, 75-6, 80-1 : VR to SSIO on 11.11.1914, Teleg.
706, f 330, HP 102 : CORBETT, op. Cit., i, 8378-9 :
Times Hist. War, iii,( 145-6 & X, 400-2,
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351 : War Diary G.8.0., Aden Brig., vol. iv, 1-30.11.
1914 in WO 95/5434 ;: War Diary 23 SIKH Pioneers in

WO 95/5438,
Times Hist. War, iii, 145-6. )
VR to SSIO on 17.11.1914 in HP 102, Teleg. 743, )]
f. 351.
War Diary G.S.0., Aden Brig., vol. iv, entry for ()

13.11.1914 in WO 95/5434.
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{Res. to Secr. Govt. india F&P)

( Dept., on 16.11,1914 in L/P & $/10/559. )

Report by Naval C.-in-C., East indies & Egypt, 3.4, (\Y)
1917 in CAB 21/77 f. 62.

SSIO to VR on 5.12.1914 in FO 371/2478 f. 181. (Y
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Res to Secr. Govt. India, F&P Dept., on 28.11.1914 (\&)
in L/P & S/10/559 f. 199.

VR to SSIO on 1.12.1914 in HP 98, Teleg. 613, f. (\¢)
238 & in HP 102, Teleg. 851, f. 401 & in L/P &
S/10/558.

Minute of 1.12.1914 in L/P & S$/10/558. A\
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VR to SSIO on 3.12.1914 in HP 102, Teleg. 865, (\Y)
f. 406.
VR to 8SIO on HP 102, Teleg. 903, f. 423. A

F & P Dept. to Res. on 10.12,1914 in L/P & S/10/559. A\

SSIO to VR on 13.12.1914 in HP 102 Teleg. 1078 (Y+)
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. 1374, 1,680 - I.
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