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No, 8. ARCHIVES.

EGYFT AND BUDAN. [Februnry 4, 1025.]

OONFIDENTIAL. Bromion 1.

[CmAULATED BY DIRECTION OF THR BroneTARY or Brarz yox Foreion Arrams.]

[ 448/33/16] No. 1.

Summary of a Confdential Statement mads by the Seorstary of State for Foreign
Afairs on Egyptian Polioy on Fabreary 4, 1 123

Mz CHAMBERLALN pointed out that the orisis resulting lrom the murder of
Bir Lee Btack hud beun very suddan, and had ocourred belors ho had been long in
office or had had much time Lo maks & closs study of Hritlsh pulicy in Egypt. Novor-
thelosa bs had from Lho firat had in his mind a dafinite line of polioy. “IL was dlear
that [t was necesnary Lo distinguish batween uur:Jmllny In royard Lo the Budun and
our pollay towards pt. Fortunately, his scoasor (Mr. ltamaay MacDonald)
bhad warnad Zaghlul Pasha of Lhe prnbnl)la effects of the 1gilation in pt ugainat
the British poartion In the Sudan, pointing out that if tho condominium was u{mnl.
It would bo tho Nritiah who woulid romain and tho El?ypl.hnn who would be expelied
As tha reeult of tho murder of Sir Lae Stack, it had already beun potesanry to remnys
the Linn troopa from the Sudan. The Egyptian clvilians in the Sudan nervice
wonlid also be ellmingted gradually. Hence, althongh the cunduminium itsalf vran
uphald, and 1Ly continuancy recognised by tho maintenunce of Lhe Lwo flagw fiylng
1 li‘! side on the givillan headquarters of Government, sll affectiva gnulrol waa
now Hritish, For examply, the defance force took the path to the High Cummis-
sioner, who was of Britlsh nationality, pppuinted by Lhe King of Egypt on the
advico of the Dritish Government, an, l.fe oMicara of tho defence Torce held thelr
commisalons from the British Governur-Geversl Thus our pulicy was being
succasafully carried out In the Sudan, where all offective authurily wae now in the
hands of Uritlsh ofcials under the dirdction of & Gavernor-Cenerul gelected by His
Majesty's Quvernment.

Egypt it would ba imposiblo Lo npplxﬂﬂw samo policy as In the Sudan
without unxlnlﬂly upautting the declaion of 19 and revuru'ln%he policy that hod
bean pursued ever sinco. In the Budan the lato orisla might be considered at aw
end.  Any [urther outhreak was bocoming leas and lesa probeble. In Egypt,
nowavar, tha crisis was unlfl beﬁlnnlng. The Britlsh nltlmatum, consequent, on the
murdor of Sle Lee Stack, had heen nccopled. The present Egyptian Quvernment
wos frlondly to Qreat Britain by comparison with ita predecessors. Neverilioless,
thlu Qovernment Inclndad men who had buen parties to Lhe saltlement of 1923 and
who wounld resist as strongly as Zaghlul any attempt lo go back upon that geitle-
mont. / So far thinge were galng fuirly well with thu present Egyptian Governmenl
They had dissolyed the tlan Parlinment and wers, for tha moment, guverning
without o Parlioment. wy hoped to oblnin a majority at (he furtheoming
alections. If they failed in this hope, they would probably advise King Fuad Lo
dlsolve Parliament for a second time, 1n Lhe expactalion that they might thue gain
\ime to coneolidala their pueitinn 1n the country and Lo obtaln a mnjority by fresh
clections. Sovoner or later, howevor, Lhe fuct hud o ha laced thal they would have Lo
work with an Eprtlnn Parliament

Tn these clccumsiances, Mr. Chamberinin had dirccted his polley towards
recurlng complets and eflective contral in Lhe Sudan, where our ubligalions th the

pla wera explicit and direct, bul in Ligypt he had sought Lo confine our nolive
interference Lo the mintmum reguired Lo seoura Britlsh Intarests and to ennble ue Lo
Ive that protestlon to forolgners and forelgn interosts upon wluch regted nur
tarntlon that wa would allow no other country to intorfere In Egypt. Tn other
wurds, hia pobicy was to maka our altituda townrds Fgypt as little uneruua and vur
{ntervention in na domestia affalm ax hittle evidont ag posaible. Thal wes why he
atlachad so much importance to tho right handling of the question of the
Sirdorshlp,

At this polat Mr, Chambarlain desll with the suggestion that _Abis policy,
which had n described ns tho “arn's ]eng\:‘l’l policy,” wus, in lacl,
based on the bellef thal the Egyptiuns must convinced by experionce
that they are Ineapable of nolf-government, and that wo ahould withdraw onrsolves
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trom any pmsition inwolving us in responelbility, in order that wa mighl dodlare a
protactorate when things hud gone mullicisntly wrong, Tlhe declaration of a protec-
torate might, he admitted, be eventually forced upon us. Bul Lhat was not at all the
abject at which be was aiming. Mr. ﬁnmuercDunnld himpalf had said that, if
we did not come to terma with the Egyplians, we should hava Lo face the alternative of
again declaring a protectorata. at was truo, ' Cromerium,’’ which might be
described as comploie control of Egypt exercised through' Egyptian Ministers, was
not compatlble with the dependence of those ptian Ministers upon an Egyptian
Parliament.. Hia sdvisars at the Forolgn Office included powe who had had con-
siderable experience in Egypt itaclf, and others who had for.years closoly followed
ovéola in Egypt. from the office. Every ona of them was agroed that the pulicy of
* Cromerism '’ waa exhaualed befors Lord Cromor had left, and that Loyd Cromer
himsel{ had rﬁnlud thal a new policy of concegsion wua essential.[ Jir Eldon
Gorst had succeeded Lord Cromor, and had parried oul a polioy of toncession; bul
undnubwdli during bis Lerm of office our prestige in I:‘.Eypt bad declined. Lord
Kitghener, by his personality, had restored our puul.(isa. ut he too had been driven
to foriher concessiuns. Then had followed the poriod of tha war, as the reault of
which our positlon had suffered I'rom the depletion of the British personnel in pt.
Evaotually we had renched u point when His Majesty's Goverminont had fell jt
necosary Lo confer indapendenoe un Egypt, subjecl Lo cortain dalinile resarvationn.
"Thus Cromeriem was completely dead, nnless we wers prepared Lo reverss ontiral
Lhe policy of recent yeara and to suppress the Egyptian Constitution, That would,
n lact, ba equivalent to the declaration of & proteglorate or annexation.

Mr, Chamberlain said that he re ised that we might be driven ty such a
step by Egyptian mcompetance or ill-win.‘b*n. ha_conld not ugroy thyff policy &f
refralning as far as possible rom inteFlorciice with pursly inlt rnn?uuﬁvuiru
neceasarily led to annaxation, On the contrary, he thouEhL 1t wua our only chance
of avoiding annexation, He hoped it might ba possible to convince ressonable
Egyptisns that we on our side desired to, respect tho terms of our deslaration, and
that, provided they observed thair obligations to us with equml loyalty, they would
be able to preserve their libortiss and to guvern the country themselves, ™ Tt was

le, indoed, that if wa ghowed our willingness Lo abatain from uunacessary inter-

‘arence In the intornal affairs of Eg&pt, thoy might tend more and moru Lo ask for
'British assintnnce, neyflia present Quvernment ﬁmd already done in the case of
mppointing a British | ent of Lhe Quarantine Hoard. .

— Hitherto -the Sir id Loch Governor-Genernl and Commander-In-chiol in
the Budan ax well as 8] of the Egyptian army, Mr. Chambarlain did not wish
any longer to maintain connection botween the two posta Tt was nat consistent
with the palicy of complete affoctive control of the Sudun Ly Britaln, and in our own
interest it wns nocessary that tho Commander of the S8udan Defance Force should he
freed from all dependence on the Egyptian Governmont.

Mr. Chamberlain then addremsed himself to the particular problon of the
Egyptian Sirdarship, considered as an inaidont in the general policy towards both
Egypt and Lhe Hudan, which he had thus explained.
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cods ord ALl v ( March 24th, 19256,

D, 10,80 p.m, March 24th, 19285,

R, 9,00 a,m. March 25th, 1926,
No, 128. (R),

RS-

My telegram No. 125.

Size of majority by which Zaghloul was eleocted
Presldent of the Chamber was rather surprising,

It 18 no doubt partly to be explained by personsal
feolings with regard to Zaghloul and Sarwat of a certaln
number of members Tecently detached from wWafd but I am
informed that Zaghloullsts contrived to seat & guard on
each slds of each waverer in the Chamber berfore ;Iot.:l.ns
took place and thus to exercise intimidation,

Success of Zaghloul decided a few more doubtful
members and led to a stlll greater majority in favour
of Zaghloulist candidates for Vice Presldencles,

Ministry then had to declde whether:

(1) To co-operate with Zaghloul (who had recently
made unsuccessful advances to Adli Rushdl and Mohammed
Mehmud) .

(2) To continue in office until a vote of none
confidence or until transaction of business became
imposeible.

(3) To resign at once and advise the King to
disaolve,

They rejected (1) as certaln to deliver them
before long into the hands of Zaghloul and (2) as
undignified and derogatory to prestige of thamseslves

and
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Fo 37/ logr7y 8 34

143

z2,
and thelr partiles.

They therefore declded on resignation with
oconfident expectailon that the King would refuse to
accept their resignation and would then take their
advice to dissolve the Chamber: which is what happened.
Any doubte they had had as to the King's full support
of his present Ministry had bean allayed by His Majesty's
reaction to cheers for Zaghloul which had been heard
in the streets in the mornipg and I underatand when
he received Oabinet after diesoclutlon he showed them
marked coralality.

When Ziwar read deocrse of dissolution in the
Chamber Zaghloulists appear 40 bave basn completely
taken by surprise: they seem to have been persusded by
Zaghloul that he could count on British support if he
could show a majority.

I am informed that as soon as Zaghloul was elocted
the WNard telephoned all over the country that he had
become President without speclfying whether President
of Chamber or President of the Council, Newa gave rise
to a certain turbulance at Kuesna Bhebin-el-Kom and
Mehalla which Sidki immediately checked,

News of dissolutilon appears 80 far to have removed
inclpient disquiet and to-day calm prevails everywhere
oexcept in some of Cairo schools whilch were partially
on strike this morning but were settling down this
afternoon.
of nove biectione DL T shdsrstend that Ney, o1bCtoral
law 18 to be framed which will in fact preclude such

early elections and it is thought unlikely that they
will be held hefore November,
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[This Docusnent Is the Proverty of His Britannic Majesty’s Government,]

No. 8. —ARCHIVES,
EGYPT AND SUDAN. {July 7, 1928.]
OONFIDENTIAL. Bxcrion 1,
e
[T 1868/29/16] No. 1.

My. Hendorson to Mr. Ausien Chambsriain—(Recsived July 7.)

o, 468.)
g:l': Ramlsh, Juns 20, 1925,

I HAVE the honour to inform yon that the Residency having moved down to
Alexandrla on the 92nd jnstant, I was recelved by KinglFund at Muntaza Palace on
the following day. My sudience with His Majesty lanted about one and three-
quarler houra

2, His Majosty began be uprminﬁr.ha hopa that he will be able to visit London
next year. It waa now Len years since he had laft t, and the prolonged lack of
change waa ialliog upon his health. The stata of hia country and the instability of
his varlous Governments had hitherto prevented him from golng abrond. On m
cbserving that there was some reason to hope that Egypt, after six years of storm an
agitation, was ai laat antering upon an epoch of tranquillity an ceful Internal
development, Hig Majosty, after a moment's reflection, said that this wan, he hoped
the cass, but that a sudden crlels might again upset everything. Saad was skotched
but he was not yet killed, Bofore the country could enter upon a peried of calm
Snnd muat_be killed—morally. To achieve this, ona or both of two things were
dosirable. Firstly, that the confeasiona of Shaflk Mansur or of the other murderers
should bs such ag definitaly to implicate in the murder plota Ahmed Maher, Nekrashl
Futhallah Barakat, and, if possible, Saad himealf; in fact, the entire Wafd
orgnnisation; and, secondly, that the new elections should not, as, he said, was
desired by the Conatitutional Liberals, taks placa in Octobar or November of this
year, but bo poatponed at least till January or Febraary of next, The coming fow
months would not suffice so to disoredit Saad as to leava him with but an insignif-
cant minority in the new Chamber. Ha wonld like Lo aee a Zaghlulist. party mo
raduced, ssy, to twelva or fiftsen members, as to ba rendared ridiculous. Though ha
did not in the least antleipate another Saad majority at the next alection, a strong
minorit.Hu the Chamber worild be nlmost equally harmful. -

3, Thia train of thought led His Majealy to lnvellgh againet the Liberal
Canstitutional a.rt¥. Heo admitiad the inte co of tha leaders, but had nothing
elan to say In their Tavour, They were, he atated, violently jealous of the activities
of the Itlehndists, or Unionista, yet they would do nothing themsalves.to organlss
the country against, or to convert, the Sandists. Though many of them wers rich
they subacribed to no party funds, They merely aat and talked in the Mahomet Aly
Club in Cairo, often against His Majesty himself, but would not take the trouble to
go 1nto the provinces in ordor Lo Aght thelr own cause against the Wafd.

4. His Majeaty then p d to blacken tha facea of eracr.iully all his
subjeota. Their Intrigues were, be salid, inconceivable. He had much experience,
but oven he was nstonished sametimes at thelr tortuousness and complexity. He

uoted one or ‘two illustrations of thia. Even the best of ptinns lacked all moral

aracter, 'Whenover ons of his subjects came to gee His Majesty it was always in
order to got aomething ont of him; either a decoration or money or a post, if not for
himself, then for one of hia relations, He wans a0 we]l-acl:nin with their afinirs,
publo nnd private, that he ﬁarﬂly kmew, as soon'as they applied for nudiences,
which of tia throo was wanted. They wore quite nhameless. They would express
thalr devotion to the throne, and, considering words to be enongh, would immediately
at their firat audiance ask for something without waiting frst to prove their pro-
faanlons of loyalty by adta, .

8. From generalitios, His Mn]asrg'n;\‘ront on to personalities, the special objocts
of his oriticisma being, of courss, vat and Sidky Pashas. He particolarl
referred to the ingratitude of Sarwat, who was a creation of his own, but who repa 15
him with conetant disloyalty. Nor, wers, ho sald, Sidky and Barwat such Irienda
an people imugined. Sldiy wished to he one day Prime Miniater, but Sarwnt blocked
hia path. One of Sldky's cbjacts in pressing far Sarwat to be Sanator (which he was
recently made by His Majesty) was to get him out of the Ohamber of Deputies.
Bupor clnllg doubtleas, they were friends, but in reality Sarwat waa an cbstacle in
the way of Sidky's ambitions.

6. ‘The King also nttacked 8idky for remaining, or rather for calling himself, an
Independant, ® had, he paid, no use for neutrals. Everyone should bho on one side

roos a—1]
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or the other. Bidky voted with and expressed the same views as the Liberals, yel
muﬁd in calling himself an independent in order to serve his own complicated

7. 1 thought it desirable here to interrupt His Ml]t::{‘. Bidky Pasha has
cortalnly many faults and, personally, 1 reg-u hiin with much distrust. Byt he ia
the strongest and most intelligent member of the Cabinet, and though he is doubtless
& consummate time-ssrver, ho |s, at loast for the moment, working Ir theigeneral
publio {ntereat va the Arm hand whiah he has shown, as Minlster of the Interior, in
the provinces. I therefore reminded the thot it seamed to ma that the reasons
which had induced His Mng:at to accept him ns Minister of the Interior six
months ago still existed. T l{lngnmmewhnt reluctantly appearsd to agres and
denied that he wished for the time being to get rid of him. '

8. His Mpajosty spoke ver{uhighly and gratefully of Ziwar Pasha, whom, he
said, that he was detarmined to keep in office until the new Parliament met. He
complained, however, though good-humouredly, that Zlwar could neither keep a
socret nor u;ln“ No'' to anyono, and was conseyuently always shielding himsalf
behind His Majesty, instead of shlelding His Majesty by hie own large person. He
alao observed that Ziwar's bulk rendered him incapable of real hard work, and that
consequently he left too much responeibility to 8idky, The latter was apt to take
advantage of this in a manner which often aroused the resentmont of evan the good-
natured Ziwar.

9. Of Adly Pasha the King aléo apoke well. He was loyal and a genlleman, but
was very weak, and in comsxuonce easily influenced by Sarwat and Sidky. For
Yehln Pasha Ibrahim His an.k axpreesed the highest regard: and 1n 8 mome-
what ]esser ree for Tow assim Pasha. a was vViolently abusive of
Mohammed Pasha Mahmud, whom he described as tho curso of Lhe Liberal pnrl{.
of which ha is the vice-president. According to the King the party itsolf would
be glad to get rid of him, but wished to see him leave of his own accord, even though
it were to join Baad, rather than make a martyr of him by driving ilm out of the

part{o' The King apoke alao freely of himself, of his mrlﬁ days und youthful ideals,
and of the shock whiah they recolved when he returned to his own.country after many
years residence in Italy antl found his countrymen to be what they are. He was, ha
2ald, profoundly convineed that Egypt's welfare depended on good relations with
Great Britain. He roferrod in this connection to the declarations whieh he mada In
this senso to the Secrotary of State for the Colonies last April. He would, for his
part, alwaya (ilo his ntmoet to improve thoss relationa. ith this end in view he
thonght that 1t would be useful ko create a mociety for the promotion of Anglo-
Egyptian sympathy on the lines of the Anglo-French organisation.

Mu conld be done if there were a budy of influential and well-known men
in England speaking and writing in faveur of Egypt.

11. T told His Majesty that the difliculty Jay rather in Egypt than in England,
There were, of conrse, extremists in England, but the Qovernment and the mass of
opinion there earnestly desired friendship with Egypt, and said and wrote so openly,

any Egyptians had told me privately that Egypl could not exiat withont England’s
asupport and amity, bat no ono dared express such an opinion In public. The Kin
tsod that thia was a fact, but said that he hoped that in a few months I woul
see & difference. Until SBaad was completely crushed nny attempt on the part of,
say, the Ittehadist papers to write anylhing in favour of Great ritain would have
the opposita effect to what was intended and strengthen Saad’s position. Egypt
was, His Majesty sald, ao T doubtless knew, the land -of paradox, and what waa
ecful in Europe was often worsa than useless here.

12. T have glven a somawhul Inadequate summary of His Majesty's conversa-
tion with me. He spoke incessantly and with much :J)punl'nnnn of frankness. He
quoted his own version of much that had bapponed during tho past six years
generally in ordar to prove how worthleas and untrustworthy wore his own subjects,
almost withaut excoption. Ha scomed at pains to make me realis the depth of
intrigne with which he was surrounded and laid stress on his own honesty of purpose
and straightforwardness. In particular, he appearn to wish to impress uponl me the
anwisdom of holding any electlona thin yenr and tha constitutionalial spirit of the

Ittahadist party. I bave. &c

NEVILE HENDERSOX.
Aeoting Hiak Commissionrr.
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[This Docimenl Is the Prooerty of His Britannlc Malesty's Governmont. ]
No. -8.—~ARCHIVERS.

EGYPT AND SBUDAN. [July 20, 1025. |
CONFIDENTIAL. Sacrion 1.
[J 2080/39/16] No. 1.
Mr Henderson to Mr. Austsn Chamberlain—(RLeceived July 20.)
é‘fr‘" o11) Ramlek, July 12, 1925,

FIELD-MARSHAL VISCOUNT ALLENBY reviewed in his despatch No. 433
of the 11th ultlmo the main features af the political situation and the Internal
balance of power in Egypt, which he described as an unstable equillbrium of three
foroes, labelled reapeotively the Palace, Conservative and Demoaratio,

2. Lord Allenby anticipated the development in the summer and autumn montha
of a now phase in the copatitutional struggle, and expressed the view Lhat KlncF Fuad
would advantage of the pariod during which Yehia Ibrakim Pasha would act aa
Prime Mlnister, during Ziwar Pashe'n absence, In order to redouble hls afforls to
gain a complete supremacy aver his Oabinet, endeavouring not iumhnblly to farce
the Canstitutional Liberal Ministars either to mlqn or to take raluge with him,

8, Ziwar Pasha loft Alexandria on tha 10th July for London and Yehin Ibrahim
Pasha has now become Acting Prime Minister and Acting Minigtar for Foreim
Affaire, in additlon to reassuming his own portfolio of Minister of Finence. It may
not therefore be without intarestlio describe the aituation on the eve of the period of
Yehia Ibrahim's temporary Premisrship. . .

4. It is necessary in the firet plnce to be precise as to the exaot position in the
Cabinet itgalf, Thers ars ten Miniaters.- Four of these, Al Maher, Hilmi Isa,
Monase Foad and Yehla Ibrahim, definitely belong to the King's or so-called Ittohad
{Unlonigt) party, of which the last named is the president, Three, namely Abdul
Axix FahmE Tewfk Doas and Mohammed Ali, are aqually dafinitely Dustouriats or
Liberal Conatitutjonale. Of the remaining three, Ziwar Pasha and Ismail Sirri
must, though withoyt any official conneation with the party, be reakoned as
Titehadista, inasmuch as they can always be counted upon. at any rate in the last
regort, to vote as the King wishea. Finally, thers is Ismail S8idky Pasha, who is
docketed as an Yndependent, bot whoss sympathiea are entirely Liberal Constitu-
tional, though, for his own inecrutable ends, he prefers, by avoiding any party tie, to
retain his liberty of action.

5. For all practical purposes, therefore, the Kinfamny be conaldered as already
unjo{ing the support of the roajority of his Ministers, and this was in fact the
. position hefore Lord Allenby loft. So far as his Cablnet is concerned, His Mn jesty
seems content in this respeot to leave well alona. He is a firm bellever in the Darids
at tmpara theory, which he fancies can be best exploitad if thers are several parties
in existence. nugh he dlelikes the Liberala bot]: on parsonal grounds and bacausa
they are definitely hestile to hie autocratic proclivities, they are necossary for the
tims heing in his schemo of things, and T doubt whether he has any immediate denire
either to ﬂriva the Liberal Ministers from the Cabinet or to force them at thia stage
to take refuge with him. He has assured me most oategorically that he iniendn
to maintain Ziwar Pasho as Prime Minister nntil aftor the next clections and that
ba is anxlous to avojd any change in the Govarnment until then, If His Majesty ia
sincere In this it is doubtlosa for opportuniat motives, for his dislike of Sidky Pasha
i# unabated.

8. But thero is ono common purpese which binds the King and all hls Ministors
irrespectiva of the divergence of their outlook on the comatitutionnl question.
Delendus sst Saad Zaghlul Bo long as the King shares the general conviction to
the effect that Bidky is indispeneable for Lhe attainment of this purpose His Mnjosty
will cantinue to endure his presonce in the Government.

7. The Liboral Conatitntlonal Miniaters themwselven rocognise tho prime neceesity
for arushing the Bandiata, Of the two menncea. despotlem nnd demagogy, they admit
the latter Lo ba tho more immedlately dangerons; and tho lems extreme among them
are raloctantly hocoming convinced that in order to defoat demagogy they will hinve
to maka some temporary conceaslona to despatiem, T am under the Impreasion that
both Tewfik Doan nnd Mohammod Al have alroady drawn nearer tg tha King than
they wera n month ago, Tha formor confessad to me recently that tha only parkty

[1006 n—1]
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2
which had the lenst chance of de!entlnﬂ the Bradists at the clectiona wan Lha Ittehad
1

party, for Lhe sola renson that it wus known to have the King behind it. Minlaters
come and gu, but the King remaina and is, moreovor, the princlpal fountain of
honultgn-ui dhmurn'}.‘uonakn?)d evunlpusll.u nlrid promol.lurI\‘s. |
. 1 share Tow una’s view In this respect. rammes In L inesn ve

little, That of the Iitohadiste Is alinost Luxe:mlly I.{I?.\BIIIIIW as lhuEl‘.BgF the Liher:yl
Constitutlonals, which agnin diffara but llttle Trom thnt of tho Wafld. [t is
personalities and personal advantages that count. There is no great personality to
E:t up agninst Sand except the Iling, and he only bocansa of the mn ship nnd

cause Hlo Majeily can purvey to the Egyptian tﬁnt for which he hankers above
all Lhmgu n decoration or a post and what a past gonerally provides, namely maney.

9. In tho struggle for the balanca of power tha King therefors is undoubtedly
making the mast mruu, bocause his name and preatige ars necessary in order Lo
ornsh Saad, and usg this fact is becoming more and more appreciated. The
Tttchad party ia prosscuting & vigorous campaign in the provinces and publinhes
daily l‘ong liats of notables and other parsons who have joined the party. The King's
name i8 frealy exploited and tho Ittehad atar, with ita rdyalist rays, ia clenrly In
tho nscendant. It ia too soon to satimata the value of tho adhesiona which it obtaina,
Inapired aa they are by the hopes of reward and of Royal favours to come. But far
the moment on paper Lhe gaina of the party nre undenlable.

10. On tha other hand the Libaral Conatitutionnls nre losing ground, and ae &
party loalng with much [ll-grace. They expresa open Indignation at the Unionist
eampnign in the provinces and ecomplain bitterly nf the Unlonist motheds and their
attempts to ponch on Liheral preserves, but abova all of the activities and Interference
with the ndminlatration of I{arsnn Nashat: So nt.ron% 18 their resantmont Lhat the
prospect of a definite rupture between them and the Unioniata is always conmderable,
Ahout a week ago a delegatian of the party, whose head offices are the Mohamined Ali
Club in Cairo, cnmo down to Alexandria to dlscuss the aituation with the Liberal
Constitutional Miniaters in the Government. Tha delegation notified the Minlaters
that they must oithor take a definite atand agninst the encroachimenta of the Ki
or leave tha Cahinet or nlternatively lenve the party. T understand that Mohsmme
Mahmud Pasha, tha vige-president, always an unsatisfactory and Lurbulent
indlvidual, but now more than munllr dlsgruntled by not having received a_portfolio
in the (Government, wna tha prineipal instigator In this move, The Ministers
aucoeeded on this occnsion in sntisfying the representatives of their party that their
actions wore not incompatible with its policy, but a repetition of such an incident
may have a different tormination. .

11. The dangor lies, In my opinion, not ®o much in the King or the Unionists
attempting to drivo tho Liberal Minlaters out of the Government, g8 in the Liberal
Constitutional party refusing tn allow ith Ministera to remaln in the Government.
The dissatisfaction of the Liberal Conatitutional Hmrty-at the way matlers are
develaping is partly, without doubt, duo to parsonal jealousy, hut ig also in many
reapecta legitimats, There is much going on that merita gevere reprabation and the
Liberala are naturally unwilling, since their Ministera form part of the Cabinet,
to ba held jolntly responsible for acts of which they disapprove, some honestly and
others becanse it s not they but tha Unionists who profit thereby. .

12, However this may be, an open aplit between the two partios would be
deplorable. The Sandists are depresser and are nlow]¥ falling into disrepute. Their
downfall would alrendy bs more rapid than it is it it were not for the disunion
hetween their two adveraariea. Every indication of that disunion is at nnce exploited
by the Wald. Nor ig it prohable that their downfall will really be complete, a
~gnaummatlon wiich wouls seem no less dealpable in Dritish than it should be in
Eﬂpthn Intorests, if their opponents fail hefore the elections Lo achleve at any
rate an apparent and manngenble unity of Tront, i

13, To sum up, the intornal situation. as T view it, is as follows : —

14. The Palace's main effort ig direcled towards sccuring as large as possible
a Ittehad majority at the clections. Tn order to guaranteo ite auccess at the polls,
His Majeaty wishes to postpone tha electiona till nexL February In arder to give the
party, which wna anly formed last January, tima to complels ila organisation, to
rosccuto its eleotioncering campaign nand to coneolidata its position. Once there
s an Ittehad majority in Lﬁn new Parlinmant, Hin Majesty hopes to be nble to govern:
conatitutionally after his awn fashion through s¥gnolie Ttiehad Minlatry.
. 15. The courss which the Liberal Conatitutiohgl® must steor during the next
few months is as complicated and obscure as the g's is straightforward and
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cbvioon. Tt lios between the Boylla of despotiam and the Charybdis of dnmm\nc{
and it in not surprising that there is dhoorcrevlthin t.ha'Pnrty itself as to which tac
to make. To remain within the coalition or to Jeave it. That is the queation Lo which
th‘t’h fnd at present no satisfactory answer. The advantago of remaining would
be that they will at leant secure a fair number of seata in the now Parliument. Thera
ﬂ”ﬂ bapa to seo their ranka swelled by many of Lthose who for election purposes may
style themselves Iiiehadists, but who, ance elacted, may turn their coats agaln as

as thoy have turned them onco. If they leave the coalition they pressrve thoir
purity, bmt they risk sesing an almost total eclipee of the party, the convinced
of whoae members would certainly join the Unionists, while_ the mora extrome would
probably go over to the Wafd, Thay have In fact a difficult choice to make, for
whils as individuals they are undoubtedly the heat hralna in the country, ns & group
they have but n amall popular fol.lowing.

16, The Wafd, on the other hand, is playing a waitlng game. At present
ttruggling with adversity it watches m? opportunity to make capital for itself
out of the dissenslons and mistukes of {ts oppanents. Its organiantion s still
ﬂ"’"ﬁﬂ and thorough It has two amsete—Bnad Zaghlul and the reputation of

ing the popular party, the party which anccoeded In wringing concessions From
the usurpar and which the alleged monopoly of patrlotism. ﬁnmovur. Saad has
basn up and down wo often that the canviction that he will ones more raturn to power
is not essily eradicated. In this connection one of the meat persistent forms of
the Wald propsganda is to openly ‘assert and to affect to balieve that Rir GQeorge
Lloyd an his arrival will prove hlmnlIf h\;iﬂini:gnln to treat with Baad Zaghlul,
ve,

NEVILE HENDERSON,
Aottng High Commissionsr.
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