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Recognize the Spiriual Bonds Which unite us, 16 years of Christian Muslim Dialogue.

op.cit. , p.78.
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- 1 bid, p. 78.
- Christopher Hewar, “Documentation: Iranian Islam in Dialogue With European
Christianity”,Islam and Christian Muslim Relations. Vol.3 ,No.2, Dec 1992, pp.304- 311.
- Islamochristiana , No.21,1995, p.172.
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Abstract
The Political Dimensions of The Muslim-Christian Dialogue (1990-
1997)
Prepared by:
Samir Rudwan Abu-Rumman
Supervised by:
Dr. Mostafa Mahmood Mangoud

This study deals with the political dimensions of the Muslim—
Christian dialogue .The importance of this study comes from tracing the
meeting sessions held during the period of this study .These sessions were
studied to examine how this dialogue approaches the basic political concepts
and issues emerged during this time and also the political analysis literature
did not focus on the political side when examining the dialogue between
religions in general and between Islam and Christianity in particular.

And aslo the importance of this study relies on the attempt to explore

the utility of using this dialogue as a means of solving political issues in
particular.
The study also forms a reference for Muslim jurists in forming his opinion
about the legality of the religion dialogue, the matier that took long debate
within both sides. Also the study is a means of evaluating the dialogue that
can serve enhancing the relation between Muslims and Christians.

The main question of this study is: what were the political
dimensions for the Muslim - Christian dialogue between 1990 and 1997?
The sub-questions are:

-What is the political nature of Muslim-Christian dialogue?
-What are the political concepts dealt with in the dialogue through the same
period?

: The researcher attempted to answer these questions based on the
hypotheses that the Muslim-Christian dialogue has political dimensions
some are due to its nature and some are due to the concepts and debated
issues. This hypothesis has three secondary hypothesis: the first reveals a
political dimension through following up the nature of the Muslim-Christian
dialogue and its development, aims motives, characteristics, limitations and
obstacles. Secondly: some political concepts in the dialogue form the basic
beginnings of the theoretical dimensions in the dialogue. Thirdly: some
political issues in the dialogue form important beginnings for the actual
move dimension in the dialogue.

Based upon the subject of the study and the nature of its studied
problem ,the researcher used the method of reading, analysis of texts
comparative.
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The study is based on two main concepts: the political dimensions
concept and the Muslim-Christian dialogue concept.

The researcher reviewed the previous studies and utilized them as a source
of direct analysis. However as these studies didn’t focus on the political
dimensions as a central theme in analyzing the dialogue.

The study dealt with the political dimensions of the Muslim-
Christian dialogue in the three chapters: the first chapter; the political nature
of the Muslim-Christian dialogue. Included four sections: the first; the
political development of the dialogue, the second; political objectives of the
dialogue, the third; political characteristics of the dialogue and its controls
and the fourth; the political motives of the dialogue and abstacles.

The second chapter dealt with the political concepts in the Muslim-Christian
dialogue also included four sections; the first; co-existence and horizons of
achieving it, the second; international peace and horizons of achieving it, the
third; secularism and the relations between religion and the state, the fourth;
nationalism and the relation between patriotism and religion.

The third chapter dealt with the political issues in Muslim-Christian
dialogue. With each issue in a separate part.

The first part was about Arab-Israeli conflict, the second part about
Jerusalem, and the third part about minorities and political stability, and the
fourth part about Iraq invasion of Kuwait and gulf war.

The study confirmed its basic hypothesis; the phenomena of the Muslim-
Christian dialogue has political dimensions. some of these dimensions
spring from the nature of the phenomena, some from dealing with political
concepts, and some other from dealing with political issues .the study also
confirms the sub-hypothesis by showing that the development, objectives,
motives, beginnings, characteristics, controls and obstacles of the dialogue
nature —reveals a political dimension. Also some political concepts in the
Muslim-Christian dialogue formed the beginning of the theoretical
dimension, and some political issues in the dialogue formed the beginning
of the actual political move dimension. Based on these the researcher
concluded:

First: the dialogue gave interest to the issues related to the relations of the
two sides i.e. minorities and stability, and imposing political conditions
implied Gulf crises .also interest in minorities and political stability.

Second: a positive view dominated the nature of the relation between Islam
and Christianity during the dialogue Both sides focused on texts calling for
accepting the other part on one side, and putting aside texts calling for
rejecting the others such as texts calling for war and Jihad.

Yo¥
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Third: the Christian side was more active in managing the dialogue tracts as
being the initiative side, it enjoyed freedom to select subjects for most
dialogues, some related to charges of disrespecting human rights by Islam,
and some charges of being violent and terrorist religion. Also there were
Islamic initiatives to share subject selections.

Fourth: the call of Muslim-Christian dialogue based on its philosophy
studied in some of its tracts —forms initial beginnings for desolving
differences among religions. Therefore the Islamic side is the looser since it
is the fastest prevalent religion in the world.

Fifth: the dialogue is no doubt a logical necessity implied by the conditions
of this age, and its different development.It forms also a logical necessity
encouraged by Quarn and prophets tradition .the dialogue may be beneficial
for Islam and Muslims, and may be a successful cure for many social,
political, and economical problems.

However all these must be achieved within the limits of Isiamic controls.
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PDF books about Islam, Christianity, Judaism,
Orientalism & Comparative Religion.
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