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Historical Phone Replacement in Arabic & Semitic Languages
A Comparative Study

Amnih Salih Moh'd Al-Zu<bi

This dissertation has studied the historical phone replacement in Arabic and
Semitic languages to reveal the ways these languages have dealt with phones
from the ancient periods till the present time, and to point out the affinities and
differences among these languages as far as phones are concerned.

The study is divided into: an introduction which descusses the meaning of
historical phone replacement and its two major types "absolute and restricted"
Chapter one is devoted to the laryngeal and pharyngeal phones; chapter two
dicusses palatal phones; chapter three discusses dental and alveo-dental phones,
chapter four discusses the inter dental phones, chapter five discusses the labial
phones, chapter six discusses the phones whose characteristics have been inter
linked throughout the history of Semitic languages, and the last chapter discusses
the liquid phones.

‘The study has concluded that Arabic is the most language that has kept its
phonological system if compared to the other Semitic languages; for instance, the
inter dental phones have disappeared from most Semitic languages; the phone d
has also disapeared form many languages, but this phone appears in different
forms in Arabic, south Arabic, Ethiopic, and in some Arabic dialects such as
Safaitic, Thamudic & lehyantic. Its existence in Arabic has been governed by the
aspects of replacement which have changed its traits, this can be clearly seen
from the number of phones that these systems represent, and we can get these
phones when we compare their symbols with the written language itself. It has
also been noticed that many Arabic and Semitic phones have been exposed to a
number of absolute & restricted changes. But Arabic and Ugaritic, and the
Ethiopic (Ge<ez), to some extent have been mostly exposed to the restricted
changes; where as Akkadian some Canaanite dialects such as, Moabite,
Phoenician, Punic, Hebrew, and some Aramic dialects (Such as, Syriac,
Palmerian, Nabatean, and others) have been mostly exposed to absolute changes
and this has helped the latter to include less number of phones than the ones we
find in the former.

Moreover, Arabic has kept the pharyngeal phones (<), h, h, g, which are
- always exposed to replacement. We can say that all phones in Arabic and Semitic
languages have been exposed to similar factors of phones developments, though
we may find some differences in the phones of the same languages: for example
the dentals laryngeal, and pharyngeal phones are influenced more by the
simplification rule, where as the labial, liquids & alveo-dental phones are
influenced by assimilation rules. In addition, the rule of palatal phones has
influenced the Arabic language concerning single [Jim] phone and has
transformed it into its compound form' but this transformation does not appear in
the Semitic languages.

Other changes appear in the phones of s, 5, q, k, t,d, z and d. The conclusion
has listed anumber of findings as well.
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