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“In my studies on the origin of Christian art, it was in
Asia, in the art of Iran, that I first discovered a powetful rival
to the culture of Greece and Rome, and it is from that country,
situated on the southern part of Northern Asia, that the art
known to us as mediaeval, was derived. Later, however, I
saw that this Iranian world was closely related to the North

of Europe, and that to understand the one it was necessary
to be acquainted with the other.”
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