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Miazia 7, 1966

To: H. E. Lij Endalkachew Mokonen
Prime Minister

From: Ethiopian Moslems

Your Excellency:

It is well known that H.l.M. Hails Selassie |, having gracioualy gifts to his
people the first written constitution continously revised it according to the
demands of time and the wishes of the Ethiopian people. Again very recently,
the Emperor ordered a revision of the consitiution with the expressed inten-
tion of allowing the Ethiopian people agreater measure of participation in the
govermment and thereby eliminate the causes of the social and econmic
problems that our country is going through now.

We believe that only when each and every Ethiopian is treated equally and
with justice irrespective of religion or tribe or social status will the people of
Ethiopia succeed in keeping its territorial integrity and bnngabout the desired
social and economic progress.

itappears the new government led by your Exoellency had realised this
prime problem and consequently invited all Ethiopians to cooperate and aid
the commission set up to revise the constitution by sending suggestions and
ideas. it is in response to this call that we would like to present concrete, con-
structive, lasting and beneficial proposals, and we are confiedent that the new
cabinet will give our demands the most urgent attention

We wish to mention a few instances as to how the present and prevuous
constitution were the source of evil and injustice, so that the revised constitu-
tion will correct them. The adoption by the government of a certain religion as
state religion automatically alienated and discrimnated against the other chil-
dern with the consequence that the followers of these other religoins were
relegated to second class citizens. The Ethiopian Moslems suffered the most
in the respect in that:

a) It made them reluctant to send their children schools which were christian
orientated for fear that their childern be persuaded to adopt christianity.
b) Itencouraged the favoured Ethiopian to abuse their privilege to the extent
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of preventing Moslems from owning immovable property in certain reg-
ions of the country.

d) ltencouraged the secunty to arbltrantly close a club whose purpose was
to give young Moslems the opportunity for physical training and to know
the teachings of Islam better.

There are only a few of the innumerable injustices the Ethloplan Moslems
have been suffering for years. One way of eliminating these injusices would be
to constitutionally recongise all religions professed by Ethiopians at least the
major ones. But this step would obviously mean straining the already strained
financial resources of the goverment and wasting more work-days by adding
to the aiready long list of public holidays. ’

In the circumstances, therefore, we strongly believe that in the interest of
equality for all Ethiopians and in the interest of stability, and economic and
social progress for our country, the revised constitution should make the gov-
ernment secular and leave religion to the care of its followers. T

If the government and religion cannot be separated, th: en we Ethiopian
Moslems respectfully request your excellency and your cabinet to see to it
that the necessary constitutional changes are made so that the fulfilment of
the following demands would be possible.

1. We demand that Islam: be: constitutionally recogmzed and given equal
status accorded to the Orthodox church.

2. The Ethiopian Moslims require the establishment of the office of the
- Mufti which will head the Moslims in all matters ecclesiastcal. The office of
the Mufti should therefor be legally constituted and invested with legal per-
sonality. This office should be named by the Mufti and his deputies to be
- democratically elected by a Tribune of Scholars and generally by the fol-
lowers of Islam. the administration of the office sh. ould be regulated by
law and the government should allocate the necessary funds to run.it.

3. Proclamation No. 62 of 1936 (E.C.) which provides for the establishment of
Sheria Courts has been in force for a long tirme. For reasors unkown to us,
this proclamation has been repeated by article 3347 sub.art.1 of the Civil
Code. Thus the Sheria Court was deprived of its legal basic. sheria Court
should now be reformed and organized in the manner and spirit
-envisagedby the Holy Koran. This reformed Sharia Court should be reins-
tituted as an indpendant body recognized by law and provided for into a
‘budget should be alloted for it by the government. o

4. The Moslim holidays should be declared Public Holldays and celebrated
as such.

5. simmilar proclamations: issued for the establich of Y.M.C.A.,, and

"Y.W.C.A,, a proclamation should be published in the Negarit Gazetta to

enable us organize associations suchas Y.M.M.A., Y.W.M.A, and the like.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

Generally it is our belief that there should be land reform. however, we
would like to draw your attention here to anomalus situation prevalent in
some regions of Ethiopia where Moslims are deprived to their right to own
land. This state of affairs, giving rise to unequal and discrimintory treat-
ment of citizens should be immediately abolished by law.: - -

The unequal and discriminatory practice indicated above renders the

‘often repeated saying of the Emperor “The country is common to all but

religion is a private affair” meanlngless The time has now npened to trans-
late this saying into practice.

. We:demand the Ethipian Moslems; hither to predomlnantly confmed to

trade and agriculture, would like of to fully participate in 'all the affairs of
the government in order that we too may be able to contribe our share. To
bring this into fruition the removal of all the obstacles that stand on our way
will be mandatory so so that we can fully participate in the following
endeavers:
A) Provincial administration,
b) administration of justice,
¢) service in the armed forces,
and genrally in all othe governmental ministries and organiza-
tions.
We demand the support of the government in our efforts to spead Islam.
Among the kind of supports the government can give us, we would like to
cite the following:
a) allowing Islamic missionaries to operate in Ethiopia,
b) Allocating fund for missionary activities which are Ethiopian
based,
c) Establishing training institutions for those who will be engaged in
missionary activities.
Further, permission should be granted to us in order that we may be able
carry missionary activities through the radio, TV. nd other news media.
Whenever reference is made to us through the news mede ad is the prac-
tice to designate us “Moslims found ie Ethiopia. We find this enraging not
y because it is misleading in that it gives an impression that we are
expatriates, but also beacuse it creates in us a sense of non-belon-
gingnese in the very country of our ancestors. To rectify this situation, we
demand, what whenever refrence made to that we be called Ethiopian
Muslims. It is our belief that the citizens of any country, irrespective of
their religlens affilations, should be accorded equal treatment.
As it is the practice to provide religions teachings of one denomination in
public schools, we also demand that that Isimic religious teachings be
incorporated in the curriculum and taught in the schools.
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13. We demand that the government should establish mosques in all areas of
Ethiopia where there is need. These mosques shuld.be provided with all
the means necessary to run them. So far, the means to administer them

- has been provided for through donations and contributions from the fol-
lowers of Islam. Since these mosques have no other means of suport, we
further, demand that they be exempt from all taxes and import duties.

In the above we presentesd two alternative solutions with a clear prefer-
ance on our part of the first one since it will resolve the plight not only of
Moslims but also that the the followers of other religions. We have no

- doubt that the new cabinet is aware of the problems we raised. However
it is our intention to draw its attention to give top priority in the list of the
urgent national problems to be dealt by it.
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