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November 2, 1976

Dr. AbdelHadi Tazi

Souissi, Ait ouirir 7 7 ’)\Mﬂﬂ‘,SK
Villa Baghdad ) 7

Rabat, Morocco g

Dear Dr. Tazi:

First of all, T want to thank you for your invariant
courtesy towards me when I was in Rabat last May. In the
meantime, in Taccordance with my promise to you, 1 have been

making some studies on the views of various Furopean and
Filipino geographers and historians on whether Ibn Batuta
went to the Ph111pp1neq or Japan. The key word is Tawalisi.
Henry Yule wﬁo presented a Lranslation of Ibn Batuta's account
of Tawalisi in his book Cathay and the Way Thither (Vol. 1V,
revised edition, London, 1916), indentifies it as Sulu, that
is, in Southwestern Philippines or Northeastern Borueo..
Yule says that this idea of his has some probability. He
added that to say that Tawalisi refers to Japan w1ll brlnp JVR

about many more serious objéctions. (}t 1
Jose Rizal, one of the national heroes of the Philippines,
writing in the IasL century, gave the opinion that Tawa1151
was located in Northwestern Luzon in the Phi]Lpplnes in an
area now known as the province )3 Pangasinan, Rizal's method
to deal with the problem was not by the study of the place
names or customs mentioned hy Ibn Batuta but lay on the basis
of distances transversed at glveaﬁzfﬁgs However, Professor .
Nicholas Zafra, former head of the Department of History, w
University of the Philippines, writing in 1952, argued quite
well that if one used the basis utilized by Rizal, then, one
would rather point to Tawalisi as somewhere in the cpast of
Indo-China, more specifically in the Kingdom of Champd )l This
Kingdom of Champa survived up to 1471 when it was conquered
by Annam. (Incidentally, before such a conquest, there was
a Muslim community in Champa. ) {If Professor Zafra's views

(over)



Dr. AbdelHadi Tazi
November 2, 1976
Page 3

whether it is true that they were willing to pay for my trip.
If not, then an informatiom from them would help clarify
matters and T would know what to do as well as make arrange-
ments with the travel agency not to bring me to court,
Frankly speaking, I am not in an immediate position here to
pay the whole amount; but since I am well-known and respected
in my country, I can make arrangements with him to pay by
installments for the next two years, I sincerely hope that
with your prestige, kindness, and concern for me, you can
contact Ustadh Mohammad §§§bler of the Secretariat or the
situation is so that I know what is going omn and what to do
next. I hate to bother you on this detail but it seems that
Ustadh Bashier did not receive a telegram I once sent him on
this question. Please do not go out of your way to help me
in a manner that will disturb or embarras you.

o b
Would you like me to send you a Xerox or U-Bixed copy ///
of the article on Ibn Batuta? Will you like me to comment / 4!
on them? v/

§—

Attached is a modest article written by me on the Qur an.

With respects to you and your family, I am as always
praying to Allah to grant us His Blessings and Mercy.

Your brother in Islam,
e i

emar—

CESAR ADIB MAJUL

CAM:1je

Attached: as stated



- /,/‘-
A L

B LA [P IEW JEYPP W KNI P PN | ) NS NP & S
ol NS AL ATV e § 0V E- LT iiDla o / ” \
"l "L Baga tl Ly NS - LA 59, i g el e LS @ ( /

i " Ppsiuniia g . e —

oA 16117470 LU Y/1yy oA
A sy 5 .___;..l..Jl as pSal LA Jdadl Ll
clfyy dil Lsp Sobe O

pial agusl H,a.l.:.,.,_j, VINV/Y/YA G gl il e il uib aay
e Y LY peallp it byl L iy 0 A

Y P
- "t gl sy ol

S350 5 Al iUl €pmYy Julad! LtV e Lol 5LV o, 5T

o iiylo oIk L Lo ane e Lagalloodly Gyall o age,
*ialany g s Ll T B ol o
sty Wl iiay (S DYy
sl

1991 vt Vs 3%



UNITED NATIONS ;@ NATIONS UNIES

S

okt h, SEENEYE  KSHAPANE GHNDEL B Lt i Bir mATiOEE M v RERTY

CABIT ADPUIRL s PBERBE TELHCREFIIOLTE BALTIGE HEWY SR
P At ]

11 September 19921

\ i
?

Dear Dr. Tazi,

Thank you for your letter dated 27 August 1991.

With regards to your request to have the UNGEGN members
confirm the status of geographical names related to the
exploration of "Ibn Batoutg", you may wish to contact the UNGEGN
members to collect the necessary information.

As you may be aware by now that the UNGEGN meeting in Geneva
has been postponed for a later date instead of 7-18 October 1991,
because of problems of accomodations in Geneva. We will inform
you as soon as we get the new schedule.

With kind regards.
Looking forward to seeing you in Geneva.

Yours sincerely,

S

Kadri ElAraby
Secretary, UNGEGN
Chief, Infrastructure Branch
NRED/DTCD

Dr. Abdelhadi Tazi
Membre de 1’/Academie du
Royaume du Maroc

6, Villa Baghdad

Rue Ait ourir

Souisgsi, Rabat

Mcrocco
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A;\,[f Cher Gollbmue ainf, ami trbs honnré,

Voici les rengeignemente que )'ny pu ramasser ici enncernant les passagen indon®sziens
d'ITbg Battlita. Cem mutfrisuy concernent les poinbs snivanle:
, Identification du roi do Samudra (“Al-Malik al-ZAhir?) vasité par 1.0
2) Pierre_tombale (retrouvée & Samudra-Pasé) du £ils d’un desgendant diun
Caliph Abbasiile renrentréd par ToBe % Peliog :
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firace i Deu nout avons trouvd un romplagant tempope | poue gn dé mes onld frepior dans mon
dfpartement qui o BLE lu recleur de nebre nniverarta of que jtay du rempiacer dane

In majorit® de see taches pendant 1o péricde juip=iba abre de 1nnde derngbre. dvee
ma nomration coms neerfitalrs de mon dfpartement oL In cumgiation de toun mas cours
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Dr. AbdelHadi Tazi };ﬂyﬂ‘ dmri Lt ot snup ot
November 2, 1976 o~ el

Page 2 ﬁ/n/; 2 178¢

are accepted, then many of the things mentioned by Ibn Batuta
in Tawalisi like elephant, silk, sandalwood, gold, etc., can
be well accounted for. To say that Tawalisi was in Japan,

I guess, would force us to assert—EEEEFEEE;E\WE¥§:E$§E§§Ets
and a Turkish speaking princess in Japan arcund 1347 A.D.
However, Champa as well as Sulu, had elephants at the time
mentioned, o

Some French translators say that Tawalisi is theisland
of Celebes; others say it is Tonkin. Yule rejects the idea
that it is Cambodia or somewhere in Indo-China.

N

Ungortunately, Ibn Batuta's memoirs of his travels were

written many years after his actual travel and he could have
jﬁiﬁgd up a few names of persons and places as well as his
chronology. T -~

H Dear Doctor, I wonder if you can help me on a certain
detail? My last trip to attend the Second Conference on
Islamiec Universities in Rabat was made possible because Lhe
Moroccan Ambassador to Islamabad, Pakistan, asked the Philippine
Charge d' Affaires in Islamabad to communicate with the
Foreign Office here in Manila to send a delegate,/ The under-
standing was that the Moroccan Government was going to pay
for my round-trip air fare,,/ On the basis of this information,
the Foreign Office here requested me as the Dean of the
Institute of Islamic Studies at the University of the Philippines
to go to Rabat./] T contacted a travel agent who advanced me
a round-trip (econmomy) ticket.’ I gave the bill to Ustadh
Mohammad_Bashier, Secretary General of the Conference. [ was
assured that the Secretariat would deal directly with the
travel agency. But this has not happened in accordance with
my hopes and expectations. The Foreign Office here had been
writing and phoning to the Philippine Charge d' Affaires in
Islamabad to intercede with the Moroccan Ambassador to help
expedite matters. The Charge d'Affaires message to us the
last few days was that he was having "great difficulties".
What is happening now is that the travel agent is intending
to file a ecivil case against me which is terribly embarassing.
In order to knmow what to do, it is first of all important for
me to discover what is the attitude of the Secretariat and

(over)
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Paris le 8 oclobre {991

tonsieur Abdelhadi Tazi
Directeur de V'

institut Universitaire de la
Recherche Scientifique

Monsieur le Directeur

Les éditions de La Decouverte viennent de e transmellre votre
lettre Je vous remercie pour vos mots gentils concernanl man éditton du
récit d'lbn BattOta et je sera trés intéressé & vous rencontrer au sujet de
I'édition que vous comptez préparer.

Mes coordonnées sont les suivantes.

51, rue de la Glaciére
75013, Paris
Tel. 43 37 6298

Veutllez agréer, Monsieur le Direcleur, l'expression de mes
senliments les meilleurs.

- | .
Stephane Yerasimos
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THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

New York, August 24, 1994

Dr. Abdethadi Tazi,
Villa Bagdad

Rue Ait Curir - Suissi,
Rabat 10 000,
Morocco.

My dear Dr. Tazi,

Greetings and best wishes|

You will recall that when we first met in tho United Nations Delegates’ Lounge you
wanted 8 phiolegraph of the monument erected in the respecied memory of His Erminence
Abu-I-Barakal al-Barbari in Male' Yuu iight also recall tivat | sent thel communication lo
His Excellency the President of the Republic of Maldives informally. His Excellency was
good enough lo send me some photographs of the monument.

Please find enciosed these photographs which | hope will meal with your satisfaction,

I sent another letler to you on the 22 of this month with a photograph of the day wa 1+ -a
the United Nations Organization. | hope these two letters reach you safely

Meanwhile, my payers are for your good heaith and succass in the vaiuable work you are
doihg.

Sincere salaams.

Yours sincerely,

B2C SECOND AVENLIE, SLITE 80G £ NEW YORK, N Y D017
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